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February 3, 2012
GENERAL MEMORANDUM 12-018

IRS Extends Comment Period and Changes Date for Hearing on
Guidance to Clarify Governmental Status of Tribal Retirement Plans

On February 3, 2012, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) published a notice in
the FEDERAL REGISTER announcing that the public hearing previously scheduled for
June 5, 2012, on draft regulations which are intended to clarify what constitutes
"essential government functions” and "commercial activities" with regard to
determining whether a tribal government's retirement plan qualifies for treatment as a
government plan under Section 414(d) of the Internal Revenue Code has now been
moved to July 10, 2012. The notice is attached.

The deadline for submitting outlines of topics to be discussed at the hearing was
previously February 6, 2012, and that deadline has been extended to June 18, 2012.
Those who wish to provide oral comments during the hearing will be allocated ten
minutes. For further information on the IRS's draft regulations on tribal government
retirement plans please see our General Memorandum 11-132 (November 14, 2011).

Please let us know if we may provide additional information on the Internal
Revenue Service's draft regulations or assistance preparing comments.

HH#

Inquiries may be directed to:

Joe Webster (jwebster@hobbsstraus.com)
Chris Stearns (cstearns@hobbsstraus.com)

F. Michael Willis (mwillis@hobbsstraus.com)

HOBBS STRAUS DEAN & WALKER, LLP WASHINGTON, DC | PORTLAND, OR | OKLAHOMA CITY, OK | SACRAMENTO, CA
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Regulations Pertaining to Imports of
Cotton Woven Fabric and Short Supply
Procedures within April 3, 2012. All
submitted comments must be public
and submitted pursuant to the
directions under the ADDRESSES
heading. ITA will not accept comments
accompanied by a request that part or
all of the material be treated
confidentially because of its business
proprietary nature or for any other
reason. All comments responding to this
notice will be a matter of public record
and will be available for inspection at
Import Administration’s Central
Records Unit (Room 7046 of the Herbert
C. Hoover Building) and on the
Department’s Web site at http://
www.trade.gov/ia/.

List of Subjects
15 CFR Part 336

Imports, Quotas, Reporting and
recordkeeping, Tariffs, Textiles.

19 CFR Part 357

Imports, Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Steel.

15 CFR PART 336—IMPORTS OF
COTTON WOVEN FABRIC

Accordingly, under the authority
given pursuant to the Tax Relief and
Health Care Act of 2006, at Division C,
Title IV, Section 406(a)(1) (Pub. L. 109—
432)(2006) (titled “Temporary Duty
Reductions for Certain Cotton Shirting
Fabric” and listing 12/31/2009 as the
end date for the tariff rate quota), ITA
proposes to amend 15 CFR chapter III by
removing part 336.

19 CFR PART 357—SHORT SUPPLY
PROCEDURES

Accordingly, under the authority
given by Section 4(b) of the Steel Trade
Liberalization Program Implementation
Act (Pub. L. 101-221), which by its
terms was limited to imports through
March 31, 1992, ITA proposes to amend
19 CFR chapter III by removing part 357.

Dated: January 26, 2012.
Paul Piquado,

Assistant Secretary for Import
Administration.

[FR Doc. 2012-2227 Filed 2—2—-12; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Internal Revenue Service

26 CFR Part 1
[REG-157714-06]
RIN 1545-BG43

Determination of Governmental Plan
Status

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.

ACTION: Notice of public hearing on
advanced notice of proposed
rulemaking.

SUMMARY: This document announces a
public hearing on an advance notice of
proposed rulemaking, (REG-157714-06)
relating to the determination of
governmental plans. This notice
supersedes the notice of public hearing
published in the Federal Register on
Monday, January 23, 2012 (77 FR 3202)
that announced a public hearing for
June 5, 2012. This notice also extends
the comment period for the submission
of public comments.

DATES: The public hearing is scheduled
for Monday, July 9, 2012, at 10 a.m. in
the auditorium of the Internal Revenue
Building. The IRS must receive outlines
of the topics to be discussed at the
public hearing by June 18, 2012.

ADDRESSES: The public hearing is being
held in the Internal Revenue Building,
1111 Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC. Due to building
security procedures, visitors must enter
at the Constitution Avenue entrance. In
addition, all visitors must present photo
identification to enter the building.
Mail outlines to CC:PA:LPD:PR (REG—
157714-06), Room 5205, Internal
Revenue Service, POB 7604, Ben
Franklin Station, Washington, DC
20044. Submissions may be hand-
delivered Monday through Friday
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.
to CC:PA:LPD:PR (REG-157714-06),
Couriers Desk, Internal Revenue
Service, 1111 Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC or sent electronically
via the Federal eRulemaking Portal at
www.regulations.gov (REG-157714-06).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Concerning the proposed regulations,
Pamela Kinard at (202) 622—6060, and
regarding the submission of public
comments and the public hearing, Ms.
Oluwafunmilayo (Funmi) Taylor, at
(202) 622—-7180, (not toll-free numbers).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject of the public hearing is the
advanced notice of proposed
rulemaking (REG-157714-06) that was

published in the Federal Register on
Tuesday, November 8, 2011 (76 FR
69172).

The rules of 26 CFR 601.601(a)(3)
apply to the hearing. A period of 10
minutes is allotted to each person for
presenting oral comments. After the
deadline has passed, persons who have
submitted written comments and wish
to present oral comments at the hearing
must submit an outline of the topics to
be discussed and the amount of time to
be devoted to each topic (a signed
original and four copies) by June 18,
2012.

The IRS will prepare an agenda
containing the schedule of speakers.
Copies of the agenda will be made
available free of charge at the hearing.
Because of access restrictions, the IRS
will not admit visitors beyond the
immediate entrance area more than 30
minutes before the hearing. For
information about having your name
placed on the building access list to
attend the hearing, see the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section of this
document.

Guy R. Traynor,

Federal Register Liaison, Legal Processing
Division, Publications and Regulations
Branch, Associate Chief Counsel (Procedure
and Administration).

[FR Doc. 2012—2499 Filed 2—2—12; 8:45 am|]
BILLING CODE 4830-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Internal Revenue Service

26 CFR Part 1
[REG-133223-08]
RIN 1545-BI19

Indian Tribal Government Plans

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.

ACTION: Notice of public hearing on
advance notice of proposed rulemaking.

SUMMARY: This document announces a
public hearing on an advance notice of
proposed rulemaking, (REG-133223-08)
relating to Indian tribal government
plans. This notice supersedes the notice
of public hearing published in the
Federal Register on Monday, January
23, 2012 (77 FR 3210) that announced

a public hearing for June 5, 2012. This
notice also extends the public comment
period for submission of public
comments.

DATES: The public hearing is scheduled
for Tuesday, July 10, 2012, at 10 a.m. in
the auditorium of the Internal Revenue

Building. The IRS must receive outlines
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of the topics to be discussed at the
public hearing by June 18, 2012.

ADDRESSES: The public hearing is being
held in the Internal Revenue Building,
1111 Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC. Due to building
security procedures, visitors must enter
at the Constitution Avenue entrance. In
addition, all visitors must present photo
identification to enter the building.

Mail outlines to CC:PA:LPD:PR (REG—
133223-08), room 5205, Internal
Revenue Service, POB 7604, Ben
Franklin Station, Washington, DC
20044. Submissions may be hand-
delivered Monday through Friday
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.
to CC:PA:LPD:PR (REG-133223-08),
Couriers Desk, Internal Revenue
Service, 1111 Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC or sent electronically
via the Federal eRulemaking Portal at
www.regulations.gov (REG—-133223-08).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Concerning the proposed regulations,
Pamela Kinard at (202) 622—-6060, and
regarding the submission of public
comments and the public hearing, Ms.
Oluwafunmilayo (Funmi) Taylor, at
(202) 622-7180, (not toll-free numbers).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject of the public hearing is the
advanced notice of proposed
rulemaking (REG-133223-08) that was
published in the Federal Register on
Tuesday, November 8, 2011 (76 FR
69188).

The rules of 26 CFR 601.601(a)(3)
apply to the hearing. A period of 10
minutes is allotted to each person for
presenting oral comments. After the
deadline has passed, persons who have
submitted written comments and wish
to present oral comments at the hearing
must submit an outline of the topics to
be discussed and the amount of time to
be devoted to each topic (a signed
original and four copies) by June 18,
2012.

The IRS will prepare an agenda
containing the schedule of speakers.
Copies of the agenda will be made
available free of charge at the hearing.
Because of access restrictions, the IRS
will not admit visitors beyond the
immediate entrance area more than 30
minutes before the hearing. For
information about having your name
placed on the building access list to
attend the hearing, see the FOR FURTHER

INFORMATION CONTACT section of this
document.

Guy R. Traynor,

Federal Register Liaison, Legal Processing
Division, Publications and Regulations
Branch, Associate Chief Counsel (Procedure
and Administration)

[FR Doc. 2012-2502 Filed 2—2—12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4830-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Internal Revenue Service

26 CFR Part 1
[REG-115809—11]
RIN 1545-BK23

Longevity Annuity Contracts

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
and notice of public hearing.

SUMMARY: This document contains
proposed regulations relating to the
purchase of longevity annuity contracts
under tax-qualified defined contribution
plans under section 401(a) of the
Internal Revenue Code (Code), section
403(b) plans, individual retirement
annuities and accounts (IRAs) under
section 408, and eligible governmental
section 457 plans. These regulations
will provide the public with guidance
necessary to comply with the required
minimum distribution rules under
section 401(a)(9). The regulations will
affect individuals for whom a longevity
annuity contract is purchased under
these plans and IRAs (and their
beneficiaries), sponsors and
administrators of these plans, trustees
and custodians of these IRAs, and
insurance companies that issue
longevity annuity contracts under these
plans and IRAs. This document also
provides a notice of a public hearing on
these proposed regulations.

DATES: Written or electronic comments
must be received by May 3, 2012.
Outlines of topics to be discussed at the
public hearing scheduled for June 1,
2012 must be received by May 11, 2012.
ADDRESSES: Send submissions to:
CC:PA:LPD:PR (Reg-115809-11), room
5203, Internal Revenue Service, P.O.
Box 7604, Ben Franklin Station,
Washington DC 20044. Submissions
may be hand-delivered Monday through
Friday between the hours of 8 a.m. and
4 p.m. to: CC:PA:LPD:PR (Reg-115809—
11), Courier’s Desk, Internal Revenue
Service, 1111 Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DG, or sent electronically
via the Federal eRulemaking Portal at

http://www.regulations.gov (IRS REG—
115809-11). The public hearing will be
held in the IRS Auditorium, Internal
Revenue Building, 1111 Constitution
Avenue NW., Washington, DC.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Concerning the regulations, Jamie
Dvoretzky at (202) 622—-6060;
concerning submission of comments,
the hearing, and/or being placed on the
building access list to attend the
hearing, Oluwafunmilayo (Funmi)
Taylor) at (202) 622—7180 (not toll-free
numbers).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Paperwork Reduction Act

The collection of information
contained in this notice of proposed
rulemaking has been submitted to the
Office of Management and Budget for
review in accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3507(d)). The collection of
information in these proposed
regulations is in § 1.401(a)(9)-6, A—
17(a)(6) (disclosure that a contract is
intended to be a qualifying longevity
annuity contract) and § 1.6047-2 (an
initial report must be prepared and an
initial disclosure statement must be
furnished to qualifying longevity
annuity contract owners, and an annual
statement must be provided to
qualifying longevity annuity contract
owners and their surviving spouses
containing information required to be
furnished to the IRS). The information
in §1.401(a)(9)-6, A—17(a)(6), is
required in order to notify participants
and beneficiaries, plan sponsors, and
the IRS that the proposed regulations
apply to a contract. The information in
the annual statement in § 1.6047-2 is
required in order to apply the dollar and
percentage limitations in § 1.401(a)(9)-
6, A—17(b) and § 1.408-8, Q&A—12(b)
and to comply with other requirements
of the proposed regulations, and the
information in the initial report and
disclosure statement in § 1.6047-2 is
required in order for individuals to
understand the features and limitations
of a qualifying longevity annuity
contract. The information would be
used by plans and individuals to
comply with the required minimum
distribution rules.

Comments on the collection of
information should be sent to the Office
of Management and Budget, Attn: Desk
Officer for the Department of the
Treasury, Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs, Washington, DC
20503, with copies to the Internal
Revenue Service, Attn: IRS Reports
Clearance Officer,
SE:W:CAR:MP:T:T:SP; Washington, DC
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