
Dear USET SPF Board of Directors, DC Reps, and Health Directors, 
  

For your information and awareness, we are passing along a "Dear Tribal Leader" letter containing Request for 

Information (RFI) [linked] from the Indian Health Service (IHS) Task Force, a bipartisan group of Members of Congress 

serving in the U.S. House of Representatives. The RFI seeks information on your Tribal Nation, as well as the IHS budget, 

workforce, oversight, and health IT. The information will be used to guide the Task Force's findings and legislative 

recommendations, including in a report to the full Congress from the Task Force.  
  

It is critical to note that this communication is for awareness only and should not be viewed as a USET SPF position on 

the Task Force's activity. Each USET SPF member Tribal Nation should determine whether and how to respond to the 

RFI. We stress that no Tribal Nation should feel compelled to respond to any question determined to be inappropriate or 

that generates discomfort. Tribal Nations should also feel free to offer information and/or priorities outside of the RFI 

questions. In addition, if member Tribal Nations would like to respond anonymously, USET SPF is willing to send de-

identified responses on your behalf. 
  

Should you choose to respond to the RFI, we include USET SPF regional Tribal talking points  [linked] prepared for a 

previous in-person meeting with the Task Force for your use. The talking points provide organizational positions and 

priorities on a number of items the Task Force is exploring. 
  

Responses to the RFI are due this Friday, November 30th, for inclusion in the Task Force's. However, responses will 

continue to be accepted beyond the deadline, with later responses taken into consideration, but not included in the 

report.  
  

Background 

In May 2017, the House Energy and Commerce (E&C) Committee announced the creation of the IHS Taskforce. 

According to the E&C, the purpose of the IHS Taskforce would be to review the health care delivery system for American 

Indians and Alaska Natives (AI/AN), including the current state of IHS and public health programs that serve the AI/AN 

population, and identify ways to ensure IHS is best serving its patient population. The Taskforce is co-chaired by 

Representatives Markwayne Mullin (R-OK) and Raul Ruiz (D-CA) and is composed of 14 Members of Congress both on 

and off the Committee. After receiving overviews of the Indian Health System on a number topics, the Task Force is now 

focused on several categories of interest: IHS reform/funding, fraud prevention, data collection/electronic health 

records, and the opioid epidemic.  
  

Throughout 2018, USET SPF has participated in briefings before the IHS Taskforce to provide a regional overview and 

priorities as well as the impact of the opioid epidemic and IHS budget issues within the USET SPF region. 
  

USET SPF will continue to monitor the Task Force's activities, including its report and legislative recommendations. We 

will provide additional information as it becomes available. 
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