
Dear USET SPF Board of Directors, DC Tribal Reps, and Culture & Heritage and Natural Resources 
Committees, 

 

For your awareness and possible participation, we pass along the following inter-agency Task Force 
opportunity: 

On November 19th, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) announced a fast track approach 

to expedite processes for issuing and emending licenses for qualifying facilities at existing nonpowered 
dams pursuant to the America's Water Infrastructure Act of 2018 [linked]. 
  
The expedited timeline calls for federal and state agencies, and Tribal Nations to submit a 

request to participate on an Interagency Task Force (ITF) by November 29th (TODAY). FERC is 

required to convene an ITF to coordinate the regulatory process associated with the authorizations 
required to construct and operate qualifying facilities at existing nonpowered dams and closed-loop 

pumped storage projects. For more information, please visit FERC's Federal Register Notice [linked].  
  
Under the America's Water Infrastructure Act, FERC is required to: 
  

(1)   Issue a rule not later than 180 days after the enactment of the America’s Water Infrastructure 

Act of 2018, establishing an expedited process for issuing and amending licenses for qualifying 
facilities at existing nonpowered dams that will seek to ensure a final decision by the Commission 

on an application no later than two years after receipt of a completed application; 
(2)  With the Secretary of the Army, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Secretary of Agriculture, 

jointly develop a list of existing nonpowered Federal dams that the Commission and the 

Secretaries agree have the greatest potential for non-Federal hydropower development, and 
make the list available to the public and provide the list to certain Committees of the House of 

Representatives and the Senate not later than 12 months after the enactment of the Act; 
(3)  Issue a rule not later than 180 days after the enactment of the Act, establishing an expedited 

process for issuing and amending licenses for closed-loop pumped storage projects that will seek 
to ensure a final decision by the Commission on an application for a license by no later than two 

years after receipt of a completed application; and 
(4)  Hold a workshop not later than six months after the date of enactment of the Act to explore 

potential opportunities for development of closed-loop pumped storage projects at abandoned 

mine sites, and issue guidance no later than one year after the date of enactment of the Act to 
assist applicants for licenses or preliminary permits for closed-loop pumped storage projects at 

abandoned mine sites. 
  
Because the Act requires the Commission to issue a rule establishing the expedited licensing processes 

not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of the Act, the Commission has established a 
scheduled with abbreviated deadlines. The schedule, which is subject to change, is included below. 
  
The America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2018 was signed into law on October 23, 2018. 

November 29, 
2018 

Deadline for federal and state agencies and Indian tribes to file a statement 
requesting participation on the ITF. 

December 12, 
2018 

Commission staff will hold coordination session for the ITF to discuss proposals for 
the expedited licensing processes. 

January/February 

2019 
Commission staff will issue a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NOPR) for the 

expedited licensing processes. 

https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/s3021/BILLS-115s3021enr.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/11/19/2018-25177/hydroelectric-licensing-regulations-under-americas-water-infrastructure-act-of-2018-notice


November 29, 

2018 
Deadline for federal and state agencies and Indian tribes to file a statement 

requesting participation on the ITF. 

February 2019 
Commission staff will hold a workshop for closed-loop pumped storage project at 

abandoned mine sites. 

March 2019 NOPR public comment period will close. 

April 2019 Commission will issue final rule for expedited processes. 

April 2019 

Commission staff will provide applicable federal agencies, including the Secretaries 
of Army, Interior, and Agriculture, Commission staff's draft list of existing 

nonpowered federal dams having the greatest potential for non-Federal 
hydropower development. 

August 2019 Commission staff will issue the final nonpowered Federal dams list. 

September 2019 
Commission staff will issue guidance for closed-loop pumped storage projects at 
abandoned mine sites. 

  
 
If you have any questions please contact Kitcki Carroll – kcarroll@usetinc.org  
 
Thank you and have a great day! 
 
 

mailto:kcarroll@usetinc.org

