
USET SPF Alert: U.S. Senators Request Input on Climate Change & Native Communities – August 12, 

2019 

Dear USET SPF Membership,  

Attached please find a Dear Tribal Leader Letter (DTLL) from Members of the Senate Committee on 

Indian Affairs and the Senate Special Committee on the Climate Crisis who are requesting input on the 

impacts of climate change on Tribal communities. According to the DTLL, Senators are seeking input on 

how climate change has threatened our traditional ways of life as well as the health and well-being of 

our communities. Further, the Senators are seeking recommendations for potential solutions to those 

impacts, including federal actions, that will provide the necessary tools to help to address the effects of 

climate change.  

To help facilitate ideas, the letter includes the following questions:  

1. What policies, regulations, and programs have proven particularly useful in assisting your 
communities in mitigating and responding to climate change impacts?  

2. Are there policies or strategies that your communities are using to address climate change that 
could scale for implementation at the federal level, including traditional knowledge?  

3. What actions or policies could federal agencies take within existing authorities to improve 
climate change mitigation and resilience in your communities?  

4. What new policies would you recommend Congress consider to improve climate change 
resilience in your communities, reduce emissions of heat-trapping pollution, increase the 
development and availability of renewable resources, or capture or off-set emissions of heat-
trapping pollution?   
 

In addition, please find attached the testimony for the record submitted by USET SPF to the House 

Natural Resources Subcommittee for Indigenous People of the U.S. on the hearing entitled “The Impacts 

of Climate Change on Tribal Communities” in February 2019. In our testimony, we note the unique 

historical status of our member Tribal Nations as First Contact Nations who experienced the onset of 

colonization of North America in the 17th and 18th-century. As a result, USET SPF member Tribal Nations 

face unique climate change impacts and complications, including managing natural resources on 

remaining Tribal lands that are now mere fractions of once held territories and the continued 

restoration of Tribal lands.  

The deadline for submission is September 13th, and can be sent to 

community_leaders_feedback@indian.senate.gov. Please let me know if you have any questions.  
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