
Dear USET SPF Membership,  
 

We have been informed that S.256, the Esther Martinez Native American Languages Programs 
Reauthorization Act, introduced by Senator Tom Udall (D-NM) may soon be sent to the House floor on 

suspension.  

 
As you may know, S.256 would reauthorize the Esther Martinez Act. The Esther Martinez Act authorizes a 

grant program administered through the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Administration 
for Native Americans to help support Native language preservation and immersion programs. In addition, 

S.256 would extend the grant years from three years to five years and expands the program's eligibility 
to include smaller-sized classes. Since 2006, some of our member Tribal Nations have taken steps to 

implement cultural and language preservation through a number of programs under the Esther Martinez 

Act.  
 

Once passed by the House, the bill will then go to the President’s desk to be signed into law. We 
underscore that the passage of this legislation is a huge victory for the reauthorization of critical language 

preservation grant programs. The Esther Martinez Act expired in 2012 and has since been sustained 

through the appropriations process in order to remain afloat.  
 

Please join us in our efforts to ensure the Esther Martinez Act is reauthorized through S.256 by writing to 
House leadership to voice your support for passage of this critical legislation.  For your convenience, I 

have attached a template support letter. Contact information for House leadership is below:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

As always, I am happy to answer any questions you may have. 
 

Thank you, 

Liz Malerba ~ Citizen of the Mohegan Tribe 
Director of Policy and Legislative Affairs 
United South and Eastern Tribes 
Sovereignty Protection Fund (USET SPF) 
400 North Capitol Street, Suite 585 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
  
Office: 202-624-3550 
Cell: 615-838-5906 
Fax: 202-393-5218 
  
lmalerba@usetinc.org 
www.usetinc.org 
  
  
 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi   
Speaker, House of Representatives 
kenneth.degraff@mail.house.gov 
 

The Honorable Steny Hoyer 
Majority Leader, House of Representatives 
Trent.Bauserman@mail.house.gov 
 

The Honorable James Clyburn 
Majority Whip, House of Representatives 
Willie.LylesIII@mail.house.gov 
 

The Honorable Bobby Scott 
Chairman, House Education and Labor 
Committee 
Loredana.Valtierra@mail.house.gov 
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