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The Honorable Lamar Alexander, Chairman
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate
428 Senate Dirksen Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Patty Murray, Ranking Member
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate
428 Senate Dirksen Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
NIEA POLICY TALKING POINTS




Re: Strengthen Tribal Self-Determination in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 

Dear [			]:

On behalf of the [		], I respectfully request that you support the federal trust responsibility and the fair treatment of Native students by including critical draft language that strengthens the ability of tribes to administer education services within the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) reauthorization. The attached language is supported by tribes and Native communities across the country as well as the National Indian Education Association (NIEA), the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), and numerous national and local Native partners. 

[		Informational paragraph on individual Tribe or organization		]

We commend the U.S. Senate for moving forward the ESEA reauthorization via recently introduced draft language. However, we ask that you honor our tribes and Native communities by fairly providing equal educational opportunities to our students. Tribes have an enormous stake in the education of our children, and we agree that the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) – the most recent iteration of the ESEA – is in need of dramatic reform so that it provides effective accountability and supports for our communities. 

NCLB has done little to address the longstanding challenges affecting Native students. Over the past decade, our students continue to trail their peers in reading and mathematics (grades four and eight).[endnoteRef:1] Nationwide, our students face some of the lowest high school graduation rates and even fewer students graduate from college.[endnoteRef:2] Native education is in a state of emergency and tribes have long awaited the opportunity to partner with Congress to take bold action that will significantly improve our education systems and strengthen tribal sovereignty. [1:  U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2005, 2007, and 2009 National Indian Education Studies.]  [2:  US Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2005-2009 estimates.] 


While we applaud the Senate discussion draft for strengthening local and state administration of education services and promoting flexibility to reduce regulatory burdens, we ask that you similarly provide tribes the ability to administer education resources by strengthening tribal sovereignty. As such, the federal government should work with tribes to develop our capacity to administer ESEA title programs to schools that are serving Native students and are located on our lands. Tribal leaders and tribal education agencies understand our children best and can more efficiently and effectively address our students’ unique cultural and educational needs.

Tribal Self-Determination Proposal 
· Current federal law unfairly prohibits tribal participation in education by excluding tribes and our tribal education agencies from eligibility to receive funds and operate federal ESEA title programs. 

· The attached language would authorize tribes to operate ESEA title programs in schools serving Native students that are located on Indian reservations. 

· The project authorizes tribes to receive ESEA title funding—not other sources of state or local funding—for education purposes. 

· No entities or states have opposed the project.

I respectfully urge you to support the fair treatment of Native students and communities by upholding the federal government’s trust responsibility. We are confident that with your assistance, we can strengthen the ESEA reauthorization by increasing tribal self-determination in education. For the draft language proposal, please see the enclosed document. 

For more information or inquiries, please contact Clint J. Bowers, NIEA Policy Associate, at cbowers@niea.org.

Sincerely,
   	            		
[	Signature 	]

[	Name		]					                                
[	Title		]
[	Affiliation	]			                							
	
Enclosed: 	2015 Senate ESEA Tribal Education Agency Proposal 		













