
USET SPF Alert: Government Shutdown Averted, FY16 Federal Funding through 12/11 October 1, 2015 

 
Dear USET Board of Directors and DC Tribal Reps: 

  
Last night, as you may already be aware, Congress narrowly averted a federal government shutdown 
when the House approved by a vote of 277-151 H.R. 719, a Continuing Resolution (CR), ahead of the 

midnight September 30th end of Fiscal Year (FY) 2015. The Senate had passed the legislation by a vote of 
78-20 earlier in the day. The CR provides funding for FY 2016 federal government functions through 

December 11th, at levels that are largely identical to those of FY 2015, as well as compliant with the 

spending caps instituted by the Budget Control Act of 2011 (BCA).  
  
Notably, the CR continues to provide funding to Planned Parenthood, an issue which contributed in large 

part to the risk of shutdown. A number of lawmakers in both chambers had threatened the shutdown if 
the provider of women’s health care services was not defunded as a part of the CR. Last week, the 

Senate failed to approve a CR that defunded Planned Parenthood for one year. Last night, the House 
voted on and approved a separate measure doing the same, but it is unlikely to become law. 
  
With the immediate threat of shutdown behind them, Congressional appropriators and other leadership 
can begin work on funding for the remainder of FY 2016. Since current House Speaker, John Boehner, is 

scheduled to retire on October 30th, House negotiations will be led by new (and likely more conservative) 

leadership. There is currently some support, included that expressed by Senate Majority Leader, Mitch 
McConnell, for a two-year budget agreement (FY 2016-17) that possibly increases the spending caps set 

by the BCA. However, it is unclear if a deal of this magnitude can be accomplished. Appropriations 
leadership have stated a desire for an omnibus (all appropriations bills rolled into one) appropriations bill 

for FY 2016 that reflects the work of appropriations committees this year. Additionally, it seems a number 

of political issues with spending (including funding for Planned Parenthood) remain, and so a longer-term 
CR continues to be a possibility this December. 
  
For more information, please consult a summary [linked] issued by Hobbs Straus Dean & Walker. 
 

http://hobbsstraus.com/general-memorandum-15-071

