
USET SPF Action Alert: Support Funding with Direct Tribal Access to Combat Zika Virus 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Zika virus, transmitted by mosquitos and thought 

to be responsible for the birth defect, microcephaly, and brain damage in infants born to infected mothers, as well as 

paralysis in adults, is likely to reach the lower-mid United States this year [see linked map]. As we approach the warmer 

months of summer, the number of documented cases is likely to grow, and thus, it is crucial that Congress appropriate 

funding to research, control and educate on the Zika Virus. 

In February, the Obama Administration requested $1.8 billion in an emergency appropriation from Congress to be used 

for mosquito control programs, vaccine research, education, and improved health care for low income pregnant women. 

In the absence of this appropriation, the Administration was recently able to reprogram $589 million in unspent funding 

to begin its work in combatting the virus. However, the Administration maintains that these dollars are insufficient “to 

support a comprehensive response” and that its original request remains necessary [see linked article]. Since there are 

many Tribal Nations located in the southern region of the United States where the virus is predicted to spread, Tribal 

Nations should have access to any allocated funds to prevent the Zika virus from impacting our already underfunded 

health system. 

With this in mind, USET SPF is encouraging its member Tribal Nations, particularly those in the Southeast who stand to 

see the spread of Zika in the near future, to contact their Members of Congress and urge the following: 

1. In the interest of our nation’s health and well-being, please work to pass $1.8 billion in emergency funding for 
prevention and treatment of the Zika virus. 

2. Because Indian Country is unlikely to see funding via state pass through, please ensure that Tribal Nations have 
direct access to Zika funding through a Tribal set-aside. 

 

To assist in your communications with Congress, we include a template letter [linked], provided by the National Indian 

Health Board. 

 To determine your home Senators, please visit www.senate.gov.  
 To determine your Representative, please visit www.house.gov. 
 To be directly connected to a Congressional office via phone, please call the Congressional switchboard at: 202-

224-3121 
  

We hope that you will take the time to register your support for this important funding. 

As always, if you have any questions or need further information, please do not hesitate to contact me using the 

information below.  

  

Thank you, 

Liz Malerba ~ Mohegan Tribe 

Director of Policy and Legislative Affairs 

United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc. 

400 North Capitol Street, Suite 585 

Washington, D.C. 20001 

 

Office: 202-624-3550 

Cell: 615-838-5906 

Fax: 202-393-5218 

 

lmalerba@usetinc.org 

www.usetinc.org 

 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/zika/vector/range.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/07/health/zika-virus-budget-ebola.html?_r=0
http://www.usetinc.org/wp-content/uploads/LizMalerba/SPF%20Alerts/Zika/Template%20Letter%20for%20Emergency%20Zika%20Funding%20and%20Tribal%20Set%20Aside.docx
www.senate.gov
www.house.gov
mailto:lmalerba@usetinc.org
http://www.usetinc.org/

