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March 15, 2016 
 
 
Office of the General Assembly 
100 Witherspoon Street 
Louisville, Kentucky   40202 
 
To:  General Assembly of the PCUSA Members 
 

The USET Sovereignty Protection Fund (USET SPF) is a non-profit representing 26 federally-recognized 

Tribal Nations from Texas to Florida to Maine. USET SPF member Tribal Nations are within the Eastern 

Region and Southern Plains Region of the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Nashville Area of the Indian 

Health Service, covering a large expanse of land compared to other regions. Due to this large 

geographic area, USET SPF Tribal Nations have great diversity in cultural traditions, land holdings, and 

resources.  

As an advocacy and justice organization, USET SPF is charged with promoting and protecting the 

inherent sovereign authorities and rights of Tribal Nations. Education is central to our efforts and 

through these endeavors it is abundantly clear that the true, accurate, and complete teaching about 

the history of North America, Tribal Nations, and the United States is too often absent from our 

schools, institutions of higher learning, and from the general awareness of the American public. 

For centuries, the Doctrine of Discovery has been utilized as a means and justification for the 

enslavement, torture, extermination, and violation of human rights of indigenous peoples across the 

globe. The Doctrine of Discovery and its application to Native Americans in North America continues 

to have many lasting negative effects today. Further, the very foundation of Federal Indian Law today 

cites the Doctrine of Discovery as the basis for asserting that Native Americans only possessed a right 

of occupancy, not title, to our own homelands. This assertion became the basis for the wrongful, 

immoral, and unlawful forcible taking of our lands and resources for the benefit of European 

colonization and greed.    

The time has come to denounce the Doctrine of Discovery as a human rights violation and for the 

United States and its citizenry to recognize the many immoral, unethical, and inhumane acts that 

were committed against indigenous peoples in the name of greed and prosperity. It is the desire of 

the USET SPF for all religious faiths and their respective national and international organizations to 

repudiate the Doctrine of Discovery and to embrace the principles of the United Nations Declaration 

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; only then can we work to achieve truth and reconciliation 

amongst peoples and Nations.  



 

 

 

 

 

As such, the USET SPF recognizes and appreciates the effort by the National Capital Presbytery to 

present its overture to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) to initiate a process 

of review of the Doctrine of Discovery that would commence at the end of the 222nd General 

Assembly (2016) and result in a proposal to be presented to the 223 General Assembly (2018). It is 

the hope and desire of the USET SPF that the PCUSA will use this period to educate their members 

about the tragic effects on indigenous peoples resulting from the application of the Doctrine of 

Discovery. Ultimately, we are confident that the PCUSA will find their way to complete repudiation of 

the Doctrine of Discovery as other faith organizations have done.    

 

Sincerely, 

 

  
Brian Patterson           Kitcki Carroll 
USET President            Executive Director 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Because there is strength in Unity” 


