
USET SPF Action Alert:  

HELP NEEDED TODAY -  Dear Colleague: Support Native American Victims of Crime 
 

 
Dear USET SPF Board of Directors and DC Tribal Reps, 

  

As you are likely well aware, Indian Country currently faces an epidemic of crime, with Tribal citizens 2.5 
times more likely to become victims of violent crime and Native women, in particular, subject to higher 

rates of domestic violence and abuse. And yet, Tribal Nations do not have direct access to funding that 
would allow them provide victim services. Currently, Tribal Nations must access Crime Victims Fund 

(CVF) dollars via state pass-through or by competing for modest Department of Justice grants. As 
sovereign governments, Tribal Nations should have direct access to this funding--just like states and 

territories. 

  
Representatives Louise Slaughter (D-NY) and Darrell Issa (R-CA) are currently circulating a "Dear 

Colleague" letter (see below) urging the House Commerce, Justice, and Science (CJS) Appropriations 
Subcommittee to include language in its Fiscal Year (FY) 2017 appropriations bill designating Tribal 

Nations as direct recipients of annual distributions from the CVF.  

  
USET SPF is requesting that you call your home Representatives TODAY and ask them to sign 

onto Reps. Slaughter and Issa's "Dear Colleague" to the CJS appropriations subcommittee 
supporting direct funding for victim services to Tribal Nations. The deadline to sign on is 

TODAY, March 23rd, at noon eastern. 
  

 To determine your home Representatives, please visit 

http://www.house.gov/representatives/find/.  
 To be directly connected to a House office via phone, please call the Congressional switchboard 

at: 202-224-3121  

  
We hope that you will take the time to register your support for this critical change in access to victim 

services funding. As always, I am happy to answer any questions you may have.  
  

Thank you, 

Liz Malerba ~ Mohegan Tribe 

Director of Policy and Legislative Affairs 

United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc. (USET) 

400 North Capitol Street, Suite 585 

Washington, D.C. 20001 
  

Office phone: 202-624-3550 

Cell: 615-838-5906 

Fax: 202-393-5218 

lmalerba@usetinc.org 

www.usetinc.org 
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