
Dear USET SPF Board Members and DC Tribal Reps, 

 
Today, the Senate is set to continue its consideration of S. 524, the Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act (CARA) 

[linked]. The legislation would establish a number of new programs and grants aimed at combatting opioid addiction, 
including: 
 

 Establishing an Inter-Agency Task within the Dept. of Health & Human Services (HHS) to develop best 

practices for pain management 
 

 Authorizing the Attorney General to makes grants to: 

o state, local, or tribal law enforcement agencies to create a demonstration law enforcement 
program to prevent opioid and heroin overdose death; 

o state, local, or tribal law enforcement agencies, or any other entity authorized by the Drug 

Enforcement Administration to dispose of prescription medications to expand or make available 
disposal sites for unwanted prescription medications; 

o states, local governments, and Indian tribes to implement medication assisted treatment 
programs through their criminal justice agencies;  

o states, local governments, nonprofit organizations, and Indian tribes for educational programs for 

incarcerated offenders; 
 

While Tribes and Tribal agencies would be eligible for the new grants, they would be in direct competition with state and 
local governments for these dollars.  

 

Sen. Jon Tester (D-MT) has filed an amendment [linked] that would make technical corrections to include 
Tribes and the Indian Health Service in more CARA provisions, as well as create crucial Tribal set-asides 

within grant programs, so that Tribes can better access these dollars and address opioid addiction in their 
communities.  

 
USET SPF is requesting that you contact Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-IA), who is managing the bill, and your 

home Senators TODAY and tell them: 
 

1. Opioid abuse is a major problem in Indian Country, and Tribal Nations need additional resources to fight this 

epidemic. 
 

2. Because of the federal trust responsibility, Tribal Nations should not have to compete with state and local 
governments for funding that will assist them in combatting opioid addiction. 

 
3. Please support Sen. Tester’s amendment to S. 524, Senate amendment no. 3411, which would ensure that Tribal 

governments have direct access to the grants in the Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act and provide 

important technical fixes to the bill. 
 

 Sen. Chuck Grassley’s office: 202-224-3744 

 To determine your home Senators, please visit www.senate.gov.  

 To be directly connected to a Senate office via phone, please call the Congressional switchboard at: 202-224-

3121 
 

We hope that you will take the time to register your support for this important amendment. As always, I am happy to 
answer any questions you may have. 

 
Thank you, 

Liz Malerba ~ Mohegan Tribe 

Director of Policy and Legislative Affairs 

United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc. 

400 North Capitol Street, Suite 585 

Washington, D.C. 20001 

 

Office: 202-624-3550 

Cell: 615-838-5906 

Fax: 202-393-5218 
 

lmalerba@usetinc.org 

www.usetinc.org 
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