
Dear USET SPF Board of Directors, DC Tribal Reps, Culture & Heritage Committee, and Natural Resources 

Committee, 
 

As a part of its response to the crisis at Standing Rock, the Obama Administration, through the 
Departments of Interior, Justice, and Defense, has initiated consultation with Tribal Nations on the 

permitting of federal infrastructure projects. With a goal of ensuring what is occurring at Standing Rock 

never happens again, the consultation centers on two primary questions: (1) within the existing statutory 
framework, what should the federal government do to better ensure meaningful Tribal input into 

infrastructure-related reviews and decisions and the protection of Tribal lands, resources, and treaty 
rights; and (2) should new legislation be proposed to Congress to alter that statutory framework and 

promote those goals? 
 

As the member Tribal Nations of the United South and Eastern Tribes Sovereignty Protection Fund (USET 

SPF) well know, the failures in the consultation process that resulted in the crisis at Standing Rock are 
not unique to the Great Plains. As a result of federal infrastructure expansion in the eastern United 

States, USET SPF member Tribal Nations continue to face irreparable damage to ancient sacred sites, as 
well as potential threats to public health. 

 

Next Thursday, November 10th, the Administration is hosting an in-person consultation 
opportunity for the USET SPF region at Penobscot Indian Nation in Maine. USET SPF is 

strongly encouraging all member Tribal Nations to attend and ensure our voices are heard. 
We are at a critical juncture in our trust relationship with United States. We must seize this 

opportunity to make positive, significant, and lasting change in this relationship that will be 
felt for generations to come. 

 

To assist you in this historic conversation with the federal government, we have developed extensive 
talking points [linked]. For more information on the consultation, including timing and location, please 

consult a recent “Dear Tribal Leader” letter [linked] from Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs, Larry 
Roberts. 

 

As always, I am happy to answer any questions you may have. I hope to see you in Maine on November 
10th.  

 
Sincerely, 

Liz Malerba ~ Mohegan Tribe 

Director of Policy and Legislative Affairs 

United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc. 

400 North Capitol Street, Suite 585 

Washington, D.C. 20001 

 

Office: 202-624-3550 

Cell: 615-838-5906 

Fax: 202-393-5218 

 

lmalerba@usetinc.org 

www.usetinc.org 

 
 

http://www.usetinc.org/wp-content/uploads/LizMalerba/SPF%20Alerts/DAPL%20Protest/Infrastructure%20Consult/USET%20SPF%20TL%20TPs%20for%20DOI_DOJ_DOD%20Infrastructure%20Consultation%20FINAL%2011_4_16.pdf
http://www.usetinc.org/wp-content/uploads/LizMalerba/SPF%20Alerts/DAPL%20Protest/Infrastructure%20Consult/DTLL%20DOI%20DOJ%20DOD%20Consultation%20on%20Infrastructure%202016.pdf
mailto:lmalerba@usetinc.org
http://www.usetinc.org/

