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USET SPF Alert: House GOP Releases ACA Repeal/Replace Plan     3/7/2017 

 
 

Dear USET SPF Board of Directors, Member Tribal governments, Health Committee, and DC Tribal Reps, 
 

 

Last night, the House Republican Party released the text of its legislation to repeal and replace the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act (ACA). Due to the charges of respective committees of jurisdiction, the legislation is split into two sets 

of language: House Energy and Commerce Committee legislation [linked] and House Ways and Means Committee 
legislation [linked]. The Committees have also released section-by-section summaries of the legislation: Energy and 

Commerce Committee section-by-section [linked] and Ways and Means Committee section-by-section [linked]. 

 
 

Although we continue to analyze the legislation and monitor its progress, we provide the following early details: 
 

Protection of the federal trust responsibility to provide health care to American Indians and Alaska Natives 
(AI/AN) 

USET SPF, along with Tribal Nations and organizations across the country urged Congress to preserve the permanent 

reauthorization of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (IHCIA) and three Indian-specific provisions (view USET SPF 
1-pager here) that were enacted along with the ACA. Neither IHCIA nor the Indian-specific provisions appear to be 

affected by this legislation. 
 

In addition, USET SPF and others told Congress that AI/AN Medicaid beneficiaries must be exempt from any type of 

Medicaid Reform that would pass along the responsibility to provide care to the states (see USET SPF 1-pager here) and 
caps benefits. The proposed Energy and Commerce legislation, exempts from a Medicaid per capita allocation, “an 

individual who receives any medical assistance [from IHS],” thereby preserving the 100% federal match for Medicaid and 
the trust responsibility. 

 

 
What does the Legislation Repeal? 

Among the provisions of the ACA that the House GOP plan would repeal are the following: 
 The Individual Mandate to purchase health insurance. 

 The Employer Mandate to provide health insurance to full time employees. 

 The ACA subsidies to assist individuals up to 400% of the poverty level with the purchase of health insurance. 

 The expansion of Medicaid eligibility up to 138% of the federal poverty level. This provision would end on January 

1, 2020. 

 
What does the Legislation Maintain? 

In addition to the Indian-specific provisions outlined above, the House GOP plan would maintain the following 

provisions: 
 Adults may remain on parental insurance up to the age of 26.  

 Insurers are required to cover those with “pre-existing conditions.” 

 Insurance plans must continue to have 10 “essential health benefits.” 

 The “Cadillac tax” on high value insurance plans (won’t go into effect until 2025). 

 

What is the Replacement? 
The legislation contains a number of replacement proposals, aimed at providing alternatives mechanisms to health 

reform, including: 
 Refundable tax credits for the purchase of health insurance based on age and income (up to 400% of poverty). 

 A ‘continuous coverage’ incentive: insurers can impose a premium surcharge of up to 30% for individuals who go 

more than two months without coverage. 

 A “per capita allocation” to states for each individual Medicaid recipient (IHS beneficiaries are exempt). This caps 

Medicaid spending.  

 Billions of dollars in grants through 2026 to states for a “Patient and State Stability Fund” to assist in covering 

uninsured populations. 
 Expansion of tax-exempt “health savings accounts” (HSAs) for the purchase of care. 

 

https://housegop.leadpages.co/healthcare/
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/AmericanHealthCareAct_WM.pdf
http://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/republicans.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/Section-by-Section%20Summary_Final.pdf
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/03.06.17-Section-by-Section.pdf
http://www.usetinc.org/wp-content/uploads/LizMalerba/DC%20Tribal%20Reps%20Calls/USET%20SPF%20IHCIA%20ACA%20Indian%20Provision%201-pager%201_27_17%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.usetinc.org/wp-content/uploads/LizMalerba/DC%20Tribal%20Reps%20Calls/USET%20SPF%20Medicaid%20Reform%201-Pager%201_27_17%20FINAL.pdf
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USET SPF will continue to monitor and weigh in on this legislation in the coming days and weeks. The intended timeline 

for passage of the legislation is by the Easter Congressional recess in April. The above bills are scheduled to be “marked-
up” in their respective committees this week.  

 
The House Energy and Commerce Committee mark-up will be tomorrow, March 8th, at 10:30 am.  

To watch this mark-up, click here.  

The House Ways and Means Committee mark-up will also be tomorrow, March 8th, at 10:30 am.  
To watch this mark-up, click here.  

 
The Senate has not yet released its ACA repeal and replace legislation. 

 
 

IHCIA Amendments Legislation Introduced 

In addition, yesterday Rep. Tom Cole (R-OK) introduced H.R. 1369, legislation that would amend the Indian Health Care 
Improvement Act. While we do not yet have details or the text of this legislation, we wanted to ensure our member Tribal 

Nations were aware of its introduction. We will provide further information as it becomes available.  
 

 

As always, I am happy to answer any questions you may have. 
 

Thank you, 

Liz Malerba ~ Mohegan Tribe 

Director of Policy and Legislative Affairs 

United South and Eastern Tribes 

Sovereignty Protection Fund (USET SPF) 

400 North Capitol Street, Suite 585 

Washington, D.C. 20001 

 

Office: 202-624-3550 

Cell: 615-838-5906 

Fax: 202-393-5218 

 

lmalerba@usetinc.org 

www.usetinc.org 

 
 

https://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings-and-votes/markups/markup-committee-print-and-h-res-154
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/event/markup-budget-reconciliation-recommendations-repeal-replace-obamacare/
mailto:lmalerba@usetinc.org
http://www.usetinc.org/

