
 

 
 

Transmitted via: Evonne.Bennett-Barnes@ihs.gov  
 

May 25, 2018 
 
Acting Director Michael Weahkee 
c/o Evonne Bennett-Barnes, Information Collection Clearance Officer 
Indian Health Service 
5600 Fishers Lane, STOP 09E70 
Rockville, MD 20857 
 
Dear Acting Director Weahkee,  
 
On behalf of the United South and Eastern Tribes Sovereignty Protection Fund (USET SPF) we write to 
provide comment to the Indian Health Service (IHS) regarding the March 30th request for public comment 
on the proposed collection of proof of residency information from individuals receiving purchased/referred 
care (PRC). Specifically, the request for comment includes four criteria to consider when considering the 
proposed collection of information. These criteria include:   

1) Evaluate whether the proposed collection of information is necessary for the proper performance of 
the functions of the agency, including whether the information will have practical utility;  

2) Evaluate the accuracy of the agency’s estimate of the burden of the proposed collection of 
information;  

3) Enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of the information to be collected; and  
4) Minimize the burden of the collection of information on those who are to respond; including through 

the use of appropriate automated collection techniques of other forms of information technology, 
e.g., permitting electronic submission of responses. 

 
USET SPF is a non-profit, inter-tribal organization representing 27 federally recognized Tribal Nations from 
Texas across to Florida and up to Maine1. Both individually, as well as collectively through USET SPF, our 
member Tribal Nations work to improve health care services for American Indians. Our member Tribal 
Nations operate in the Nashville Area of the Indian Health Service, which contains 36 IHS and Tribal health 
care facilities. Our citizens receive health care services both directly at IHS facilities, as well as in Tribally-
operated facilities under contracts with IHS pursuant to the Indian Self-Determination and Education 
Assistance Act (ISDEAA), P.L. 93-638. 
 
The request for comment does not provide sufficient information regarding the proposed collection of proof 
of residency for PRC recipients. Despite the specific criteria to consider when determining the evaluation of 
the specific information provided in the notice, the notice is vague and does not provide a clear picture of 

                                                           
1 USET SPF member Tribal Nations include: Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas (TX), Aroostook Band of Micmac Indians (ME),  

Catawba Indian Nation (SC), Cayuga Nation (NY), Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana (LA), Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana (LA),  
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (NC), Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians (ME), Jena Band of Choctaw Indians (LA),  
Mashantucket Pequot Indian Tribe (CT), Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe (MA), Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida (FL),  
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians (MS), Mohegan Tribe of Indians of Connecticut (CT), Narragansett Indian Tribe (RI),  
Oneida Indian Nation (NY), Pamunkey Indian Tribe (VA), Passamaquoddy Tribe at Indian Township (ME), Passamaquoddy 
Tribe at Pleasant Point (ME), Penobscot Indian Nation (ME), Poarch Band of Creek Indians (AL), Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe 
(NY), Seminole Tribe of Florida (FL), Seneca Nation of Indians (NY), Shinnecock Indian Nation (NY), Tunica-Biloxi Tribe of 
Louisiana (LA), and the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) (MA).   
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the intent to determine the necessity of proof of residency for Tribal individuals participating under PRC. 
Moreover, to our knowledge, Indian Country has not received further information on the purpose and/or 
benefits of collecting residency information, such as through a “Dear Tribal Leader” letter or on an IHS All-
Tribes call. As a result, it is difficult to sufficiently respond to the inquiries presented by IHS. Though 
additional clarity is needed, USET SPF provides the following initial comments on this proposed collection 
of information.   
 
Tribal Consultation  
To date, IHS has not provided any additional information to Tribal Nations with regard to the intention of this 
notice and has not engaged or scheduled any Tribal consultation. USET SPF member Tribal citizens utilize 
PRC at greater numbers than other IHS Areas in the nation due to limited Tribal healthcare infrastructure. 
USET SPF is concerned this proposal has the potential to financially and administratively increase the 
burden of proof of residency for Tribal citizens and healthcare providers in areas where there is a lack of 
specialized care. Before finalizing any proof of residency requirements or standards, USET SPF requests 
that IHS take the necessary steps to provide Tribal Nations with sufficient information regarding this 
proposal and engage in meaningful Tribal consultation that would make changes to an important program 
upon which USET SPF Tribal Nations rely.  
 
Application to Tribally-Operated Facilities 
Additionally, USET SPF is concerned with the lack of clarification regarding the applicability of proof of 
residency requirements under the proposed changes. The published request for comment does not specify 
that the proposed changes are intended to only apply to IHS-operated facilities. Currently, there are 22 
Tribally-operated healthcare facilities within the USET SPF region that would be impacted by these 
proposed changes. Therefore, we request clarity on whether the proposed changes would also apply to 
Tribally-operated facilities contracting and compacting under ISDEAA. USET SPF reminds IHS that 
imposing additional information collection requirements upon Tribally-operated facilities runs counter to the 
principles of ISDEAA. We would strongly discourage IHS from attempting to apply these requirements 
beyond IHS facilities.   
 
Conclusion  
At this time, not enough information is available to adequately respond to the four criteria listed within the 
request for comment. USET SPF recommends IHS discontinue any proposed changes to PRC pending the 
release of clarifying information and Tribal consultation. Should IHS determine that the agency will move 
forward with PRC proof of residency requirements, USET SPF strongly encourages IHS to ensure this 
information collection does not impact Tribal self-governance. Should you have any questions or require 
further information, please contact Ms. Liz Malerba, USET SPF Director of Policy and Legislative Affairs, at 
LMalerba@usetinc.org or 202-624-3550. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kirk Francis Kitcki A. Carroll 
President  Executive Director 
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