
Dear USET Board of Directors and DC Tribal Reps:  

 
At the links, please see a template letter and project one-pager regarding proposals to make Tribal 

Education Agencies eligible to receive funds and operate federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA) programs, including Native language immersion programs, on Tribal land. As the Senate Health, 

Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee considers draft language to reauthorize ESEA, it is 

crucial that Indian Country's voice is heard and Tribal participation in education is strengthened.  

Tribal Self-Determination Proposal  

·       Current federal law unfairly prohibits tribal participation in education by excluding tribes and their 

tribal education agencies from eligibility to receive funds and operate federal ESEA title programs.  
·       The attached language would authorize tribes to operate ESEA title programs in schools serving 

Native students that are located on Indian reservations.  
·       The project authorizes tribes to receive ESEA title funding—not other sources of state or local 

funding—for education purposes.  

·       No entities or states have opposed the project. 

Language Immersion Education Proposal 

·       The ESEA reauthorization should include language that strengthens tribal sovereignty by 

amending Title VII to create a program that supports Native language immersion schools and 
provides Native students fair and equal access to learning their cultures and languages. 

·       Including language would protect the cultural and linguistic heritage of Native students in 
education systems by providing full-day immersion learning that would strengthen their language 

and improve academic outcomes. 

 
Tribes and Tribal organizations are sending the above letter and one-pager to the Chair, Ranking 

Member, and other Members of the HELP Committee THIS WEEK in support of this proposal.  
 

Click here for contact information for HELP Leadership, as well as USET Area HELP Committee Members 
that are being targeted for this effort  

 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 

Liz Malerba ~ Mohegan Tribe 

Director of Policy and Legislative Affairs 

United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc. (USET) 

400 North Capitol Street, Suite 585 

Washington, D.C. 20001 

  

Office phone: 202-624-3550 

Cell: 615-838-5906 

Fax: 202-393-5218 

lmalerba@usetinc.org 

www.usetinc.org 

 

http://www.usetinc.org/wp-content/uploads/LizMalerba/WWS%20LnP/1_30_15/Senate%20ESEA%20TEA%20Tribal%20Draft%20Letter%20Template%20final%20(1).docx
http://www.usetinc.org/wp-content/uploads/LizMalerba/WWS%20LnP/1_30_15/ESEA%20TEA%20Project%20One-pager.pdf
http://www.usetinc.org/wp-content/uploads/LizMalerba/WWS%20LnP/1_30_15/114th%20Senate%20ESEA%20Discussion%20Draft.pdf
http://www.usetinc.org/wp-content/uploads/LizMalerba/WWS%20LnP/1_30_15/Senate%20HELP%20USET%20Targets.docx
mailto:lmalerba@usetinc.org
http://www.usetinc.org/

