UNITED SOUTHEASTERN TRIBES
kesolution Ne. USET-F - 77

A resclution requesting action from the Cffice of Economic Opportunity
concerning the Choctaw lLegal Services Programe

KHERE4S,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the Mississippt Band of Choctaw Indians hzs experienced
substantial and consistent 4ifficulty in maintaining and
operating its Choctaw Legal Services Program for the past
YeET, and

gotiong by the 0ffice of legal Services, Cffice of Economic
Opportenity have been primerily responsible for thelr longe
run difficulcies and have tended to work against the concept
of Indian self-determination and Indlan comtrel of iandian
projects,; and

certain repregentatives of the OLS, 0EO have comsistently
approached the Choctaw Tribe in an srbitrary and condescending
manner with whaet has been azn appaventiy deliberats intemt to:

(a) Coerce the Choctaw Tribe (as the grantee) Into agreeing
to implement certain major administrative changes not
required by OEC regulations, including 2z trial merger
of the Choctaw Legal Services with the North Mississippi
Rural Legal Services Program (& nen-Indian projsct),

(b} Foree the Choctaw Tribe to centinue (im effect) this
trial merper past the termination point--both on threst
aof losing 0EO funding support for the Choctaw Legal
Services Programe

the Choetaw Tribe

{a) has submitted & new program propesal for refunding of a
Legal Services Program on Januvary 20, 1972, vwhich was designed
in direct accordance with OLS, 0EC recommendation

{b} has been since advised by OLS; OEQ that they do not intend
to review or consider this propesal at this time, insplite
of prior written conmitments by several C0EQ officials
that the revised Choctaw Legal Serviees Program would be
given every consideration.

(e} has requested that the OLS, OEO grant the Tribe a hearing
on this matter.

the Beard of Directors of the United Southesstern Tribes, Ince,
views the sctions and sttitudes of the OLS; OEO which produced
thiz situation te be beth

{a) inconsistent with The Homorable Richard M. Nixont®s
{The President®s) staved positien in honer of Indian
self-determination, and

(b) & genuine threat to the self-determination efforts of the



Choctaw Tribe in particular, and of the lUnited Southeastern
Tribes, Incey; in general,

HOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, cthat the Board of Directors of the United
Southeastern Tribes, Inc., does hereby reqguest that Mr. Phillip
Sanchez, Director, 0ffice of Economic Opportunity, take lmmediate
sction to insure:

(a2} that recent impropristies with respest to the unauvthorized
transfer of Federal property assigned te the Tribal Council
of the Missigsippi Band of Choctaw Iadians (under OEQ grant
Na. CG=8081) be corrected

{3} that the grantee status of the Choctaw Tribal Council be
elarified by your office ¢ that all partles concerned will
understand that the Tribal Council iz now (and has been)
the grantee for the Choctaw Legal Services Program (grant
Noe C6-8081) sinece its inception—~the (now nullified)
erial merger notwithetanding

(¢) that the OLS, OEC grant the Choctaw Tribe its hearing as
requested on Februwary 17, 1972

{d) that the OLS, CEO favorably review the revised Cheoctaw
Legal Services Propozal for refunding (submitted on
February 20, 1972) as per the previcus uritten commitments
from OEOQ do do so,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Board of Directors of USET, Ince., does
hereby request that our congressional representatives, NCI0,
NCAL, and all appropriate Federal officlals take Lmmediate
getion in support of this resclutione

CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resclution was adopted at & regular meeting of the
United Southeastern Tribes, Inces;:and dely held at the Henry Grady Hotel
in Atlanta, Georgia on HMareh 1-3, 1972,
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Fhillip Martin
President
Pnited Southeastern Iribes, Inc.
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Secretary

United Southeastern Tribes, Inc,




