


Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (Act): Coronavirus response and relief Application for Federally Recognized Tribes
Application Instructions:
Division M of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (Act) provides $30M to Federally recognized tribes in appropriated funds to assist fishery participants affected by the novel coronavirus (COVID–19).  The funding is for Federally recognized tribes in any of the Nation’s coastal States, Great Lakes States and territories for direct and indirect fishery economic related losses as well as subsistence, cultural and ceremonial impacts related to COVID 19.  Impacted tribes will need to apply for funding using the instructions below.  
Please provide one application package per tribe or tribal commission (see details below) via email to NOAA Fisheries Heather Sagar (heather.sagar@noaa.gov). Tribes with questions may also call Heather Sagar at (240) 753-2752 for assistance.  
Applications can only be submitted electronically via email. NOAA Fisheries will approve applications and determine the sub-allocation of funds. The application package will guide the disbursement of funds.  Tribes may apply on their own or via a tribal commission (must include fishery losses by tribe), but cannot apply through both mechanisms. 
Complete applications must be received by midnight July 12, 2021 to be considered for assistance. We recommend early submission for NOAA Fisheries to confirm completeness of your application prior to the deadline. Late applications will not be considered. 
In contrast to other voluntary requests for information that your tribe may have received from NOAA or other Federal government entities since the COVID-19 pandemic began, submission of this application is mandatory to qualify for Division M funds. Tribes that do not submit an application prior to the deadline will not be considered eligible for Division M funds. 
Complete applications will include the following:
1. Answers to questions in Part 1, Part 2 B, 2 C, and Part 3 below.  Please submit answers as a PDF or Microsoft Word Document.
2. Answers to Part 2 A using the attached Excel spreadsheet template.



Application Package Contents

Part 1. Tribe Information:

Name of Tribe:
EIN/Tax ID:
City:
State:
Zip Code:

Primary Contact Person:
Name: 
Position Title:
Address: 
Phone: 
Fax:
Email: 

Part 2. For Determining Sub-Allocation by Tribe 
NOAA Fisheries will use the total revenue loss from January 1-December 31, 2020 compared to the previous five year average (2015-2019) to proportionately sub-allocate half of Division M funds for federally recognized tribes (approximately $15M).  Reported tribal revenues (reported in the attached Excel spreadsheet template) should include a tribe’s commercial fishing, for-hire fishing, qualified aquaculture, and seafood sectors revenue by fishery and sector.  

NOAA Fisheries will evenly sub-allocate the remaining Division M funds amongst tribes with any negative impacts to subsistence, cultural, or ceremonial fisheries (approximately $15M). 

Funding received by each Tribe under the CARES Act will be taken into account in the final allocation decisions.

A) Tribes with commercial fisheries, charter/for-hire, qualified aquaculture, processor, or dealer revenue must submit information about revenue loss due to COVID-19 from January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020 compared to the previous five year average (2015-2019) using the attached spreadsheet. Additional instructions are included in the spreadsheet.

B) Tribes with negative impacts to subsistence, cultural, or ceremonial fisheries and who answer affirmatively to any of the questions below will be eligible for assistance.
1. Have members of your tribe experienced a loss of the culturally significant fish for your tribe as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, including: subsistence, ceremonial and spiritual, medicinal, and/or intrinsic importance?  Yes or No?

2. Has the COVID-19 pandemic reduced the opportunity for tribal members to access culturally significant fishing places or events that provide them meaningful connections to land, waters and resources? Yes or No?

3. Has a lack of fish resulting from impacts related to the COVID-19 pandemic culminated in incurring additional expenditures to finite/limited financial resources? (i.e., redirection of other tribal funds to meet this need) Yes? or No?

4.  If responded affirmatively to Questions 1, 2 or 3, please briefly describe the related impacts to the Tribe

Part 3:  Required Eligibility Components 

A) These are the stipulations you will have to comply with in the execution of the funds your Tribe receives and we are communicating those to you in advance for your planning purposes.  You will document compliance with these provisions in the documentation to support your contract with the Bureau of Indian Affairs.: 
1. The economic revenue loss to fishery participant must be greater than 35 percent as compared to the prior 5-year average revenue (2015-2019).  For businesses that are less than five years old, please describe the minimum number of years the Tribe will use to determine eligibility.  Entities that have been in business for 1 year or less than a year will not be eligible.
2. Or there must be any negative impacts to subsistence, cultural, or ceremonial fisheries.
3. The funds must address the direct or indirect impacts related to the COVID-19 pandemic.
4. Funds cannot be used to compensate state, local, or tribal governments for lost municipal or government tax revenue.
5. Direct payments may not be directed to minors.
6. Funds may be expended for coordination and administrative process that will determine which fishing participants will receive direct payments and at what level.
7. Each entity shall require that each fishery participant receiving funding will need to certify that should they receive any additional COVID-19 related Federal financial assistance, payments from CARES Act Section 12005, and/or is able to collect traditional revenue, the sum of all funds will not exceed the participant’s average annual revenue earned across the previous 5 years.
8. Direct payments are expressly allowed, but eligibility criteria must be defined. 
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