[Date]

Mr. Douglas Kinkoph
Associate Administrator
Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Associate Administrator Kinkoph,

On behalf of [Tribal Nation] we support the use of allocated Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) funds to deploy vital broadband services to Tribal Nations. The unfortunate COVID-19 pandemic has underscored the absence of vital broadband capabilities in Indian Country. Since the late 1990s, the federal government has attempted to subsidize broadband deployment in Indian Country, but these efforts have not kept pace with the everchanging and advancement of telecommunications technologies. The digital divide that has persisted in Indian Country is yet another example of the federal government’s ongoing and unmet trust and treaty obligations. There continues to be a clear and demonstrated deficit of funds to deploy broadband services to Indian Country. 

However, if implemented correctly, the BEAD Program offers another opportunity to support the deployment of critical broadband services to Indian Country. In preparation for the upcoming National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s (NTIA) Tribal consultation we strongly suggest the following— 

· State governments must fully document their consultation efforts and meetings with Tribal Nations prior to state governments receiving an award of BEAD funds. This must not be a ‘check the box’ process and Tribal Nations must certify that meaningful consultation has taken place.
· Tribal Nations must have the opportunity to review, edit, and approve the state five-year build out plans prior to the award of BEAD Program funds. This will ensure that Tribal Nations are fully aware of the five-year build out plan, verify that we have received meaningful consultation, and review what percentage of BEAD Program funds we will receive.
· State governments must detail the percentage of requested BEAD Program funds that will be distributed to Tribal Nations for broadband planning, deployment, and/or adoption of these critical services on our lands.
· State governments must detail plans to interconnect with Tribal infrastructure built, which includes both electric and telecommunications services. This will ensure that Tribal Nations are connected to appropriate backhaul and middle mile services and the electricity needed to power this infrastructure.
· State governments must not obstruct Tribal Nation efforts to protect cultural and sacred sites, including, but not limited to, the undertaking of reviews through Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). States must clearly outline plans to comply with NHPA and NEPA, including deferring to Tribal expertise on cultural and sacred sites, including those outside of Tribal homelands.
The BEAD Program will not be successful in connecting Tribal Lands to critical broadband services if state governments are not held accountable for including Tribal Nations in the five-year broadband deployment plans. NTIA must ensure that state governments are appropriately and meaningfully consulting with Tribal Nations as the BEAD Program is implemented. We look forward to continuing to work with NTIA to close the digital divide in Indian Country, which includes addressing the unmet federal funding for broadband infrastructure on Tribal Lands.


