 
Core Element #3: Voluntary Restoration and Protection 
 
Objective #1: Clearly and consistently define restoration and protection goals throughout Tribal Land. 
 
	 
Action (a): Establish goals that are consistent or compatible across relevant agencies (e.g. NRDA/ACR). 

	 
Activity: 
	 
2021 
	 
2022 
	 
2023 
	 
2024 
	 
2025 

	Coordinate with relevant agencies that outline restoration/protection goals and strategies and 
timeframes. 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
	 

	 
Develop multi-agency body to coordinate restoration/protection efforts. 
	 
	 
 
	 
  
	 
	 

	 
Gather information on wetland location, class, and condition/functions. 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
	 

	 
Set restoration goals based on agency objectives and available information. 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
	 

	 
Action (b): Consider watershed planning, wildlife habitat, and other objectives when selecting restoration/protection sites. 

	 
Activity: 
	 
2021 
	 
2022 
	 
2023 
	 
2024 
	 
2025 

	 
Identify rare, vulnerable, or important wetlands and prioritize for restoration/protection. 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 

	Apply tools (GIS, color-infrared photography, mapping, modeling, field inspection of soil, 
vegetation, and hydrologic conditions) to identify and prioritize restorable wetlands. 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 

	Integrate restoration/protection efforts on a watershed or landscape scale (e.g., prioritize 
restoration sites within a watershed). 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 

	Share priorities with other organizations involved in wetland protection and restoration (e.g., 
wildlife bureaus, agriculture/conservation agencies, land trusts, and mitigation banks). 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 

	Share priorities with other water quality protection programs (e.g., identify riparian 
restoration projects that would reduce sediment and nutrient loadings to streams and implement TMDLs). 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 


 
 
	 
Action (c): Provide clear guidance on appropriate restoration and management techniques and success measures. 

	 
Activity: 
	 
2021 
	 
2022 
	 
2023 
	 
2024 
	 
2025 

	Develop restoration and management guidance specific to wetland types and location (e.g., 
urban vs. rural). 
	 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	Establish measures of restoration success (e.g., adopt functional and/or condition indicators 
and field methods). 
	 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	Establish performance standards based on reference wetland sites in a relatively undisturbed 
condition. 
	 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
  

	Through guidance, encourage restoration outcomes that recreate natural self-sustaining 
systems and reduce the need for ongoing management. 
	 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
Verify restoration techniques with site visits and adapt as necessary. 
	 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
Train restoration partners to use guidance techniques. 
	 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 


 
Objective #2: Protect wetlands from degradation or destruction 
 
	 
Action (a): Establish partnerships to leverage additional protection 

	 
Activity: 
	 
2021 
	 
2022 
	 
2023 
	 
2024 
	 
2025 

	Share protection priorities with partners Develop management plans for protected wetlands. 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
	 

	Consider tracking: 
• Number of stewardship agreements 
• Acres of wetlands protected through partnerships 
• Acres of vulnerable wetlands protected through 
partnerships 
	 
	 
 
	 
  
	 
	 

	 
Action (b): Establish and Institutionalize long term protection, using mechanisms such as incentives, purchase of land title or easements to protect wetlands 

	 
Activity: 
	 
2021 
	 
2022 
	 
2023 
	 
2024 
	 
2025 

	Develop management plans for protected wetlands. 
Consider Tracking: 
• Acres of wetlands protected 
• Acres of vulnerable wetlands protected 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 


 
 
 
 
 
Objective #3: Restore wetland acres, condition, and function 
 
	 
Action (a): Increase wetland acreage through restoration (reestablishment) 

	 
Activity: 
	 
2021 
	 
2022 
	 
2023 
	 
2024 
	 
2025 

	Develop restoration and management plans for reestablished wetlands consistent with restoration guidance. Consider Tracking: 
• Acres of wetlands re-established 
• Restoration sites using techniques that comply with 
guidance 
• Level of function/condition based on indicators 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
	 

	Provide technical assistance to re-establishment projects as needed 
	 
	 
 
	 
  
	 
	 

	 
Action (b): Improve natural wetland conditions and functions through restoration (rehabilitation) 

	 
Activity: 
	 
2021 
	 
2022 
	 
2023 
	 
2024 
	 
2025 

	Develop restoration and management plans for rehabilitated 
wetlands consistent with restoration guidance. 
Consider Tracking: 
• Acres of wetlands rehabilitated 
• Improvement on function/condition indicators 
• Net change in water quality, flood control, or habitat 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 

	Provide technical assistance to restoration projects as needed 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Action (c): Establish partnerships to leverage more restoration 

	                                                                    Activity: 
	 
2021 
	 
2022 
	 
2023 
	 
2024 
	 
2025 

	Share restoration and protection priorities with partners 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Develop restoration and management plans for restored wetlands consistent with restoration guidance. Consider Tracking:  
• Number of restoration agreements • Acres of wetlands restored through partnerships • Acres of priority wetlands restored through partnerships 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Provide technical assistance to partners as needed 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 
Objective #4: Monitor and track progress over time, document results, and modify practices as appropriate 
 
	 
Action (a): Track restoration/protection projects 

	 
Activity: 
	 
2021 
	 
2022 
	 
2023 
	 
2024 
	 
2025 

	Develop and populate accessible tracking database for restoration/protection sites 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
	 

	Administer and update tracking database regularly  
• Consider % of total acres of restoration/protection sites throughout state or tribal territory that are in database  
• Track projects by watershed or other relevant spatial unit 
	 
	 
 
	 
  
	 
	 

	 
Action (b): Monitor restoration/protection sites to ensure that they are implemented and managed correctly and linked to relevant watershed planning efforts 

	 
Activity: 
	 
2021 
	 
2022 
	 
2023 
	 
2024 
	 
2025 

	Monitor effectiveness of all or a sample of sites representative of wetland class, type, and size using adopted indicators and methods. Track acres or numbers of restored/protected wetlands that are comprehensively monitored for > 3 years 
	 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 

	Select subset of indicators (core indicators) to monitor effectiveness of all restoration and protection sites 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Monitor effectiveness of restoration/protection sites using core indicators  
• Acres or % of restored/protected wetlands monitored for > 3 years using core indicators  
• Acres or % meeting established performance goals based on function/condition indicators  
• Update monitoring and performance records regularly 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Regularly report wetland restoration/protection efforts to relevant entities (other agencies, public, etc.) 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Action (c): Modify restoration/protection techniques as needed 

	Activity: 
	 
2021 
	 
2022 
	 
2023 
	 
2024 
	 
2025 

	Develop process to review restoration and protection methods and modify as needed 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Develop process to review restoration and protection sites as needed and plan for follow-up site maintenance, restoration, and protection activities. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



