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At-a-glance
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• What is the Center for Indian Country Development?

• How are we tackling data gaps and policy opportunities?

• What data-driven initiatives are shaping an understanding of Indian Country 
economic contributions and opportunities?



WHAT IS THE CENTER FOR INDIAN 

COUNTRY DEVELOPMENT?



The Federal Reserve (“The Fed”) and Indian Country

Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis mission statement:

We serve the public by pursuing a growing economy and stable 

financial system that work for all of us.



Our mission is to advance the economic 
self-determination and prosperity of 
Native nations and Indigenous 
communities through actionable data and 
research that make substantial 
contributions to public policy.

We envision a future in which resilient 
and robust Indian Country economies 
enhance the economic, community, and 
cultural well-being of Native nations, 
Indigenous communities, and the United 
States.

CICD mission and vision



Research and data analysis focuses on access to capital, economic diversification and 
Indian Country’s economic ecosystem.  Projects developed in partnership with Indian 
Country and shared broadly with Native communities, organizations and policymakers.

CICD research, data and policy efforts informed by community engagement

Publications Convenings
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AUTHORING ECONOMIC PROSPERITY BY 

CLOSING DATA GAPS

T H E  D ATA  I N I T I AT I V E



Data initiative

Addressing chronic data gaps to empower Native individuals and communities to 
shape their economic futures and tell their stories

Reservation Profiles

Native American Labor Market 

Dashboard

Native American Financial 

Institutions Map

Native American Funding and 

Finance Atlas

Forthcoming: Native Entity 

Enterprise Dataset

www.minneapolisfed.org/indiancountry/about-us/principles-for-research-and-data-use



CICD research principles designed to respect tribal data sovereignty 
while addressing data gaps

Data accessibility and governance

Source: https://www.minneapolisfed.org/indiancountry/about-us/principles-for-research-and-data-use

Data as a tool

for Native self-determination

Research that helps tribes 

achieve their goals

Guiding principles

Informed and prior consent

when using non-public data

Protection of proprietary, confidential, 

or sensitive data

Right of tribal nations to govern

collection, ownership, and application

of their respective data

Prior consultative review 

of research publication

Do no harm



A NEW TOOL FOR ARTICULATING INDIAN 

COUNTRY ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 

N AT I V E  E N T I T Y  E N T E R P R I S E  D AT A S E T  ( N E E D )



What are Native entity enterprises?

Alaska Native 

Corporation 
(ANC)

Native Hawaiian 

Organization 
(NHO)

Federally 

Recognized Tribe
(Tribe)

NATIVE 

ENTITIES

ENTERPRISES



Native entity enterprises fulfill unique role for their communities

Distinct legal 

structures
Distinct connections 

to associated Native 

communities

Source of revenue 

and ability to provide 

critical community 

services

Enterprises 

owned by Native 

entities



NATIVE ENTITY ENTERPRISES ARE LOCATED THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES

CICD has identified over 8,000 Native entity 

enterprises in all 50 states and over 1,350 cities

S O U R C E :  C I C D ’ S  N A T I V E  E N T I T Y  E N T E R P R I S E  D A T A S E T  ( N E E D ) ,  A N D  A U T H O R ’ S  C A L C U L A T I O N S

P R E L I M I N A R Y  A N D  S U B J E C T  T O  C H A N G E  –  N O T  F O R  D I S T R I B U T I O N



WHAT STORIES CAN BE TOLD THROUGH NEED?

F E D E R A L  C O N T R A C T I N G



Native entity involvement in contracting is extensive

Alaska Native Corporations (ANCs)

1,396 companies owned by 79 ANCs

Native Hawaiian Organizations (NHOs)

  117 companies owned by 22 NHOs

Federally Recognized Tribes

  1,110 companies owned by 290 tribes

There are 2,623 unique companies in contracting

that are owned by 391 Native entities,

and operate in over 160 countries,

all U.S. territories and all 50 states

and were awarded contracts over 

$200 billion across 40 years.
S O U R C E :  C I C D ’ S  N A T I V E  E N T I T Y  E N T E R P R I S E  D A T A S E T  ( N E E D ) ,  F P D S - N G  A C C E S S E D  V I A  H I G H E R G O V ,  F R E D ,  

A N D  A U T H O R S '  C A L C U L A T I O N S

P R E L I M I N A R Y  A N D  S U B J E C T  T O  C H A N G E



USET region tribal enterprise involvement in contracting is growing

There are 97 unique contracting companies in

the USET region involved in contracting

 that are owned by 24 tribes, and operate in 52 

countries, 3 U.S. Territories,

50 states, and the District of Columbia

that were awarded over $6 billion

across 22 years.

S O U R C E :  C I C D ’ S  N A T I V E  E N T I T Y  E N T E R P R I S E  D A T A S E T  ( N E E D ) ,  F P D S - N G  A C C E S S E D  V I A  H I G H E R G O V ,  F R E D ,  

A N D  A U T H O R S '  C A L C U L A T I O N S



Tribes in the USET Region have experienced incredible growth

Federal Contracting prime 

revenue for the 

USET Region increased 

over $500M between 

2000-2021



SHAPING THE ECONOMIC NARRATIVE 

THROUGH TRIBAL DATA

S U R V E Y  O F  N AT I V E  N AT I O N S



• Created by CICD and conducted in 
collaboration with tribal governments in 
Montana (others to follow)

• Gathers 2019 tribal government 
revenues and expenditures (payroll, 
revenues sources, and categories of 
expenditures)

• Utilizes secure data collection and 
handling to protect tribal data

• Follows the Principles for Research 
and Data Use 

• Honors tribal data sovereignty and 
governance

• Advances economic self-determination 
and the prosperity of Native nations 
and Indigenous communities through 
actionable data and research         

Survey of Native Nations



Census of Governments vs. Survey of Native Nations

Census of Governments Survey of Native Nations

Performed by… U.S. Census Bureau Center for Indian Country 

Development

Covers… All state and local governments 

(except tribal governments)

Tribal governments

Started... 1902; resumed 1957; every 5 

years ending in "2" and "7"

2023 (2019 data) pilot

Identifies… The scope and nature of state 

and local government sector

+ the unique public goods and 

services of Tribal governments

Measures… The fiscal relationship of 

governments

+ intergovermental tax 

agreements

Provides… A benchmark of government 

revenues, expenditures, and 

employment

A benchmark of Tribal 

government, revenues and 

expenditures

Considers... Survey data submitted by 

governments as public

Survey data submitted by Tribal 

governments as confidential

vs. 



WHAT DELIVERABLES CAN TRIBES RECEIVE?
WHAT VALUE CAN IT PROVIDE?
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Assists in developing tribal budgets and 
programming

Facilitates governance and program 
evaluation

Assesses financial conditions

Used to perform comparative analyses

Provides data for policy considerations

Over time, measures the changing 
characteristics of the government sector



• Allow tribes to analyze shifts in their treasuries and services over time

• Establish a platform for tribes to compare their economic and government 
services to other jurisdictions

• Deepen the understanding of economic contributions of tribal governments and 
their businesses

• Ensure tribes can narrate the robust and unique services they provide to their 
communities and region

• Serve as a critical tool for policymaking within tribal governments and in state 
houses and in DC

SURVEY OF NATIVE NATIONS WILL:



THE CENTER FOR INDIAN COUNTRY DEVELOPMENT IS:

• Eager to partner with USET in its efforts to quantify the economic activity of 
your collective Native nations

• Excited to learn more about the data needs and gaps your nations face and 
to partner on closing those gaps

• Interested in gaining feedback on our existing and future data tools

• Looks forward to discussions on the potential of partnering with on the Survey 
of Native Nations



Stay connected

@CenterForIndianCountryDevelopment

@FedIndianCenter

minneapolisfed.org/indiancountry/contact-cicd

https://www.linkedin.com/company/center-for-
indian-country-development/
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