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Hueco Tanks, El Paso County, TX (NHL 2021)



• Nationally significant historic places 
possessing exceptional value in 
illustrating the history of the United 
States

• Designated by the Secretary of the 
Interior

• Buildings, structures, objects, sites, or 
districts can be designated as NHLs

• NHLs can be privately or publicly owned

• 2,622 NHLs; 98,000+ National Register 
listings

Klagetoh (Leegito) Chapter House, Navajo Nation, Klagetoh, AZ (NHL 2021) 

What are National Historic Landmarks?
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Benefits
• Highest level of federal recognition for a 

historic place
• Bronze plaque
• Technical assistance
• Can leverage into grants, tax credits, or other 

financial incentives
• Consultation under NHPA Section 106/110f

Limits
• Does not protect against neglect, alteration, 

or demolition
• No requirement for federal ownership or 

public access
• Requires owner consent

g

Benefits & Limits of NHL Designation
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Plaque at Ganondagan NHL, Victor, NY



• Historic Sites Act of 1935 directed the National 

Park Service to “make a survey of historic and 

archeological sites, buildings and objects for the 

purpose of determining which possess 

exceptional value as commemorating or 

illustrating the history of the United States.”

• 1960 – first National Historic Landmarks

• 1966 – National Register of Historic Places 

created by NHPA, adapts NHL criteria for local 

and state level significance

NHL Program History 
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Medicine Mountain, Lovell, WY (NHL 1970, updated 2011)



Fort Armistead, Monroe Co, TN (pending NHL)

NHL Designation Process

Letter of Inquiry

Nomination

Review and Revision of Nomination

NHL Committee

National Park System Advisory Board

Secretary of the Interior
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• Historic contexts for specific topics in 
American history so that national significance 
may be evaluated for a number of related 
properties

• Theme studies include study lists of potential 
NHLs

• Designation still requires preparing a 
nomination to go through the normal review 
process to the Secretary

• Available on the NHL Program website

• 8 theme studies and context studies are 
directly related to Indigenous history, many 
more indirectly related
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NHL Theme and Context Studies



• National Significance under one or more of 
the 6 NHL Criteria.

1. Event or Broad Pattern of Events
2. Person
3. Ideal
4. Architecture/Design
5. District
6. Information Potential (Archeology)

• High Degree of Integrity as assessed through 
location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association

• Comparative Analysis to other similar 
properties that supports the property’s 
exceptional value in illustrating the history of 
the United States

National Park Service | U.S. Department of the Interior | Cultural Resources, Partnerships, and Science

How are NHLs evaluated?



• 1098 properties designated in the region
 
•  25 properties designated for association with 

Indigenous history 

• 18 properties are archeological sites

• 1 boarding school, 2 mission schools

• 1 recent Nation-led LOI, 1 Indigenous cultural 
landscape under nomination 

• Opportunity for updates and new 
nominations

Northeast Region Designations
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Seneca Art and Culture Center and Bark Longhouse at Ganondagan NHL, Victor, NY



Technical Assistance
• Maintains a continuing relationship with the 

owners of National Historic Landmarks
• Advises owners on preservation standards

Monitoring
• Evaluates the integrity of NHLs
• Recognizes and promotes preservation efforts 

Section 106/ 110f
• Regional NHL Program invited to comment on 

federal undertakings (permits, grants, 
construction, etc.) that impact NHLs

• Can serve as consulting party

Technical Assistance, Monitoring, and Section 106/110f
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Mission House NHL and reinterpretation by the Stockbridge-Munsee Community Band of Mohicans, Stockbridge, MA



• Site designated under Criterion 6 for 
Archeology

• Indigenous village and sacred site

• Multiple Federal undertakings under review

• 3 associated Tribal Nations requested 
assistance from NHL Program concerning 
integrity of the site, stewardship practices, 
and consultation in Section 106

Example: Monitoring, Technical Assistance, and Section 106
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Designated NHL in IR-1, location and name undisclosed.



• NPS is nominating a Federally-owned site 
as an NHL

• Using DOI Co-stewardship policies and 
guidance to determine process

• Data-sharing agreement to protect ICIP

• Communication plan to coordinate 
government-to-government Tribal 
consultation

• Criteria, contributing resources, and 
areas of significance will be guided by 
working group of 7 traditionally 
associated Nations 

Example: Using Co-Stewardship policies during NHL Nomination
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Designated NHL in IR-1, location and name undisclosed.



National Register of Historic Places
and

National Historic Landmarks

Sherry A. Frear, Chief & Deputy Keeper,
sherry_frear@nps.gov

Lisa Davidson, Ph.D., NHL Program Manager, 
lisa_davidson@nps.gov

Amanda Casper, Ph.D., NHL Program Coordinator, IR-1
amanda_casper@nps.gov

Screenshot of National Register and NHL Program home pages.

Questions or Comments?
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