Funding Requests for 2024 Infrastructure Funding
Instructions for Region 8 BIL Invasive Species Funding for Work on Tribal Lands
(Proposal Template Below)

The USDA Forest Service, Southern Region Forest Health Protection program is receiving $2 million+ for Infrastructure project funding in FY2024. Funding will be divided between tribal projects and state projects, depending on requests and available funding.

Background
The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), H.R. 3684 (Public Law No: 117-58), passed the Senate August 10, the House November 5, and was signed into law by President Biden on November 15. The $1.2 trillion bill provides funding over five fiscal years (FY), covering FY22-FY26. 

A provision in the IIJA relates to addressing invasive species.  The provision reads:
Sec. 40804. ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION
· 40804 (b) the portion designated for the FS is directed to be spent as follows: (6) $100 million for FS to detect, prevent, and eradicate invasive species at points of entry and grants for eradication of invasive species on non-federal land and on federal land

Issue – Statement of Need
Congress and the Administration are providing extraordinary resources to address forest health and fire risk conditions. The non-federal lands portion of the provision suggests that this funding is intended to assist States, Tribes and other partners to conduct detection of invasive species, to assess the infestation and respond with appropriate management actions. This funding allows us to work together as partners to rapidly detect and respond to new and advancing infestations of invasive insects, pathogens, and plants.

Your project should fit into one or more of the following FY2024 Regional Priorities:

1. Regional Invasive Plant Database- development of an invasive plant mapping and treatment database 
2. Cooperative Weed/Invasive Species Management Area (CWMA/CISMA) program and project support
3. Invasive species outreach and education materials
4. Outreach targeting underserved rural communities (less than 'urban' population size)

Examples of projects:
1. Developing a database that shows surveyed acres and treatment acres across the landscape for a given invasive species
2. Development of a community invasive species group that pulls together volunteers to treat invasive plants and provides education and outreach to the community on invasive species
3. Development and/or printing of invasive species brochures, ‘plant this not that’ educational documents, handbooks and manuals on invasive species (insects, diseases, and/or invasive plants) identification and treatments
4. Producing educational material and presenting outreach/educational programs for the public; using libraries to outreach to local communities about invasive species; developing educational programs on invasive species for communities

Funding limits:
No funding limits are specified for requests; however, please note that up to $2 million is available regionally this year. You may apply for a match waiver, otherwise standard FHP matching requirements apply for projects on non-federal lands (1:1 Matching Requirements). Multi-year projects are acceptable—up to 5 years. Depending on requests received, some funding may be pushed to future BIL funding years. Funding will be based on availability of funds and a review process by the USFS Regional Office.

Informational Webinar:
[bookmark: _Hlk160550840]The Forest Service Region 8 staff will host an upcoming informational webinar on Thursday, March 21st, 2024 from 1:00-2:00 pm ET.
Request Submission Components: 1-2 pages
· List the Tribe(s) submitting the proposal and what entity or entities the agreement will be with
· Background – What is the issue, which regional priority does it address?
· Importance – What is the potential impact, and why does it matter?
· Activity – What action is proposed and what measurable outcomes are expected
· Partnership – Explain if the work is to be done with or through others, any leverage or additional partner funding will be attracted to the project, and if it crosses ownership boundaries or regions.
· Budget – Provide a budget table that identifies how funds will be spent, including match if applicable. If funds will be going to partners, list out the amounts and the partners.
Submission and Selection Process
1. Please keep funding requests concise and to the point.  2 page maximum including the budget table.   
1. If submitting more than 1 proposal, please include a ranking of your proposal submissions.
1. Proposal requests and proposal rankings, if applicable, should be sent to Anna Grossman (anna.grossman@usda.gov) by COB April 15th.
1. Depending on the requests, we may have conversations with submitters about pushing some projects or funding to FY25 funds.
1. The Southern Region will announce FY2024 projects and send out the RFA after we review all requests. Expected date of RFA to go out to Tribes is in May 2024.
1. Application packages will be due a month after the RFA goes out.
Project Reporting
Standard accomplishment reporting measures will be required for these grants. Quarterly data reporting is also a requirement of BIL funds.


[bookmark: _Hlk65206361]2023 Region 8 Infrastructure Funding Request
(2 pages maximum)
Request title:  
Regional Priority Addressed:  
Applicant (who will receive the funding):  
Investigators:  
Amount of FHP funding requested:  

How does the project address the Infrastructure funding request components? 
1. Background – What is the issue, how does it address the Regional Priorities?








2. Importance – What is the risk, potential scale of impact, and why does it matter?  Address the risk, i.e., the potential for expansion or ability to impose impact on forests, and the impact, i.e., the scale of the effect of tree damage, mortality and ecological or economic impact.







3. Activity – What action is proposed and what measurable outcomes are expected? What is the probability of success?






4. Partnership – Explain if the work is to be done with or through others, any leverage or additional partner funding will be attracted to the project, and if it crosses ownership boundaries or regions.








5. Budget – How will funding be spent?  Estimate a budget breakout as best you can at this time.   A more detailed budget breakout will be needed later for projects and activities that receive funding. You may apply for a match waiver.

	Budget items
	Request
	Match

	Salary
	0
	0

	Travel
	0
	0

	Contracting
	0
	0

	Equipment
	0
	0

	Supplies
	0
	0

	Overhead or Indirect
	0
	0

	Other
	0
	0

	TOTAL
	0
	0



Budget comments:  

1

