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USET Resolution No. 2026:002

APPROVING AMENDED AND RESTATED USET ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED

United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc. (USET) is an intertribal organization comprised of
thirty-three (33) federally recognized Tribal Nations; and

the actions taken by the USET Board of Directors officially represent the intentions of each
member Tribal Nation, as the Board of Directors comprises delegates from the member
Tribal Nations’ leadership; and

USET is a 501(c)(3) organization incorporated in the District of Columbia under the USET
Articles of Incorporation, which were first certified by the District of Columbia on May 28,
1969; and

USET has since amended the USET Atrticles of Incorporation three times, on April 13,
1970, January 30, 1980, and July 24, 1980; and

USET has never adopted a restated version of the USET Articles of Incorporation,
requiring a reader to review the original version and the three separate amendments
together; and

since adoption of the USET Articles of Incorporation, the geographic area USET serves
and the services USET provides have expanded; and

USET has adopted more Tribal sovereignty-forward language since adoption of the USET
Articles of Incorporation, and some of the language and information contained therein is
outdated; and

it is important that the USET Atrticles of Incorporation be clear and up to date, including
accurately reflecting the scope of services USET provides; and

the Board has reviewed a proposal, attached hereto, to amend and restate the USET
Articles of Incorporation to update outdated language, better reflect the services provided
by USET at this time, and consolidate all current and prior amendments into a single
record; and

in December 2010, the United States recognized the rights of its First Peoples through its support
of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), whose
provisions and principles support and promote the purposes of this resolution; therefore, be it

USET hereby approves the proposed Amended and Restated USET Articles of
Incorporation allowing for any technical changes deemed necessary by legal counsel.



United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc. USET Resolution No. 2026:002

CERTIFICATION

This resolution was duly passed at the USET Annual Meeting at which a quorum was present on November
4,2025.

Chief Kirk E. Francis, Sr., President Vice Chairwoman Sarah Harris, Secretary
United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc. United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc.

Because there is Strength in Unity
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ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT AND RESTATEMENT
TO THE
ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF
UNITED SOUTH AND EASTERN TRIBES, INC.

To:  Recorder of Deeds, D.C.
Washington, D.C.

Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 4 of Title 29 of the District of Columbia Code
(D.C. Nonprofit Corporation Act), the undersigned adopts the following Articles of
Amendment and Restatement to its Articles of Incorporation:

FIRST, the name of the Corporation is United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc.;

SECOND, the amended and restated Articles of Incorporation, attached hereto,
were adopted by the Corporation in accordance with the D.C. Nonprofit Corporation Act;

THIRD, the amended and restated Articles of Incorporation consolidate all current
and prior amendments into a single record, update outdated language, and make changes to
better reflect the services provided by the Corporation at this time; and

FOURTH, the amended and restated Articles of Incorporation were adopted by a
majority vote of the Board of Directors at a meeting of the Board of Directors held on

, there being no members having voting rights in respect thereof.

Date: United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc.
By
President
[CORPORATE SEAL]
Attest:

Secretary



ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF
UNITED SOUTH AND EASTERN TRIBES, INC.

To:  Recorder of Deeds, D.C.
Washington, D.C.

We, the undersigned officers, with the approval of the Board of Directors of a
corporation under Title 29, Chapter 4 of the District of Columbia Code, adopt the
following amended and restated Articles of Incorporation for such corporation, which
consolidate and amend the Articles of Incorporation as initially filed on May 28, 1969, and
later amended on April 13, 1970, January 30, 1980, and July 24, 1980 and adopt new
amendments made by the Board of Directors on

ARTICLE I

(a) The name of the Corporation is United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc.
(hereinafter referred to as the “Corporation”).

(b) The period of duration of the Corporation is perpetual.

(c) The principal office of the Corporation is 711 Stewarts Ferry Pike,
Nashville, TN, 37214.

(d) The registered agent of the Corporation is Kaitlyn Klass, whose office and
mailing address is Suite 406, 1730 Rhode Island Ave. NW, Washington, D.C., 20036.

ARTICLE I

The purposes for which the Corporation is organized and shall be operated are
exclusively tax-exempt purposes under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code,
including charitable and educational purposes. For such general purposes and limited to
such purposes, the objects to be carried on by the Corporation are:

(a) To enhance the development of federally recognized Tribal Nations and
improve the capabilities of Tribal governments throughout the United States, and to assist
the Corporation’s members and their governments in dealing effectively with public policy
issues and in serving the broad needs of Native people, sometimes referred to legally as
Indians.

(b) To provide for the relief of the poor and distressed or of the underprivileged,
to provide for the advancement of education, to lessen neighborhood tension, to eliminate
prejudice and discrimination, and to combat community deterioration and juvenile
delinquency, including among all Native people in the South and Eastern United States;



(©) To provide opportunities, not otherwise available, for the educational,
physical, mental, social, and economic development of Native people, including in the
South and Eastern United States;

(d) To form an association through which Tribal Nations of the South and
Eastern United States can collaborate for the purpose of designing and developing
charitable and educational programs and projects to create, or expand, or improve
education, welfare, health, housing, safety, human rights, and economic security on their
reservations and in their communities designed to provide enrichment of community life
and harmonious relations among Tribal Nations and between Native and non-Native
people;

(e) To create human and economic resources within Tribal communities and
their environs which can eliminate poverty and the conditions of poverty;

® To develop a permanent and competent community-based leadership to
carry out the objectives of the Corporation and to assure and encourage the broadest
possible participation by individuals and groups and maximum Tribal participation in
planning, implementing, evaluating and administering the Corporation’s charitable and
educational community programs, policies, and projects;

(2) To exercise all the powers granted to non-profit corporations under Title 29,
Chapter 4 of the District of Columbia Code and its successors or amendments which do not
conflict with these Articles of Incorporation or the Bylaws of the Corporation, subject to
the further limitation and condition that only such powers shall be exercised as are in
furtherance of the tax-exempt purposes of the Corporation and as may be exercised by an
organization exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code as it now exists
or may hereafter be amended;

(h) This Corporation shall be non-profit and no part of the net earnings of the
Corporation shall at any time inure to the benefit of any member, officer, director, trustee,
or any private individual, except that reasonable compensation may be paid for services
rendered to or for the Corporation in furtherance of any of its exempt purposes. No
substantial part of the activities of the Corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda,
or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the Corporation shall not participate
in, or intervene in (including the publication or distribution of statements) any political
campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.

ARTICLE III
The Corporation is empowered:
(a) To do and engage in any and all lawful activities that may be incidental or

reasonably necessary to any of such purposes, and to exercise all other powers and
authority now or hereafter conferred upon non-profit corporations in the District of



Columbia in furtherance of such purposes;

(b) To buy, own, sell, convey, assign, mortgage, manage, or lease any interest
in real or personal property and to construct, maintain, or operate improvements thereon
necessary or incidental to its purposes;

(©) To borrow and issue evidence of indebtedness, to secure the same by
mortgage, pledge, or lien upon its property, and to apply for and receive grants from any
private or governmental source, all in the furtherance of its purposes.

ARTICLE IV

The Corporation shall have one class of members whose sole voting right shall be
the election or appointment of their own Directors to the Board of Directors. The rights and
qualifications of members shall be set forth in the Bylaws.

ARTICLE V

The Corporation shall have a Board of Directors, the number of which shall be
determined by the Bylaws but shall not be fewer than three (3). The manner of election or
appointment of the Directors shall be set forth in the Bylaws.

ARTICLE VI

Upon dissolution of the Corporation, the Board of Directors shall, after paying or
making provision for paying of all liabilities of the Corporation, dispose of all of the assets
of the Corporation exclusively for the purposes of the Corporation in such manner, or to
such organization or organizations organized and operated exclusively for charitable or
educational purposes as shall at the time qualify as an exempt organization or organizations
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code as it now exists or may hereafter be
amended.

Article VII

The following are the names and addresses, including street and number, of each
original incorporator of the Corporation, as of the date of incorporation on May 28, 1969:

Walter Jackson P.O. Box 455, Cherokee, North Carolina
Phillip Martin Route 7, Box 258, Philadelphia, Mississippi
Mary Willie P.O. Box 44021 Tamiami Sta., Miami, Florida

Fred Smith 6310 N.W. 32nd St., Hollywood, Florida



Date: United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc.

By:

President

Secretary

[CORPORATE SEAL]

[Notarization]

[Separate signature page attached]



Date: United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc.

By:

President

Secretary

[CORPORATE SEAL]

[Notarization]
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