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USET Resolution No. 2013:033
SUPPORT FOR INDIAN COUNTRY PROVISIONS AND PASSAGE OF 2013 FARM BILL
WHEREAS,

United South and Eastern Tribes Incorporated (USET) is an intertribal organization comprised of
twenty-six (26) federally recognized Tribes; and

WHEREAS,

the actions taken by the USET Board of Directors officially represent the intentions of each
member Tribe, as the Board of Directors comprises delegates from the member Tribes’
leadership; and

WHEREAS,

the Farm Bill is multi-year legislation that governs an array of agricultural and food programs
under the purview of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA); and

WHEREAS,

the 2008 Farm Bill, also known as The Food Conservation and Energy Act of 2008, expired on
September 30, 2012; and legislative delays resulted in the failure to pass the 2012 Farm Bill; and

WHEREAS,

Congress passed The American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 (P.L. 112-240) to extend all 2008
Farm Bill provisions until September 30, 2013; and

WHEREAS,

initiatives to enact a 2013 Farm Bill have been launched through S. 954 in the U.S. Senate and
H.R. 1947 in the U.S. House of Representatives which would set national policy for agriculture,
nutrition, conservation, and forestry; and

WHEREAS,

the array of programs authorized and funded by the Farm Bill are of critical importance to all
Americans; and

WHEREAS,

the reconciliation of the Senate and House versions of the 2013 Farm Bill would ultimately lead to
the establishment of national policy and authorizing funding levels for the next five-year period;
and

WHEREAS,

the enacted 2013 Farm Bill must contain policies and funding levels that fulfill the nation’s trust
responsibility to Tribes through enhancement and support of important opportunities in rural
economic development, job creation, and energy; natural resources and agricultures; nutrition
and health; youth, education, and technical assistance and markets and exports; and

WHEREAS,

the 2013 Farm Bill negotiations, and resulting policies and funding must include perspectives
from Indian Country, so Tribes are afforded parity, opportunity, and consistency under the law;
and

WHEREAS,

in order to achieve parity, legislation and funding for USDA programs and services should use
Tribal demographic data and statistics (see attached USET Resolution No. 2011:43) and directly
fund Tribal governments at the same level as states and counties for the delivery of programs
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specified in the titles listed in the 2013 Farm Bill including, but not limited to, food and agriculture,
conservation, nutrition, health and education programs; and
WHEREAS,

the 2013 Farm Bill should provide opportunity to Indian Country through Tribal support and
incentive programs, as well as the establishment of a statutory requirement for the USDA to focus
the provision of all USDA services and programs to Substantially Underserved Trust Areas; and

WHEREAS,

program consistency and additional funding would help to ensure Tribal governments have the
ability to establish long-term plans and goals for their communities, through Tribal-specific
programs; and

WHEREAS,

in December 2010, the United States recognized the rights of its First Peoples through its support
of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), whose
provisions and principles support and promote the purposes of this resolution; therefore, be it

RESOLVED

that the USET Board of Directors calls upon the United States Congress to fulfill its federal trust
responsibility to Indian Country in the 2013 Farm Bill; and incorporate parity, opportunity and
consistency into the 2013 Farm Bill to encourage and support continued participation,
development, and progress in Indian Country.

CERTIFICATION
This resolution was duly passed at the USET Semi-Annual Meeting, at which a quorum was present, in Niagara
Falls, NY, on Friday, May 17, 2013.
_____________________________
Brian Patterson, President
United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc.

______________________________
Brenda Lintinger, Secretary
United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc.

“Because there is strength in Unity”
USET 2013 Semi-Annual Meeting – Niagara Falls, NY – May 14-17
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