UN[TED SOUTH AND EASTERN TRIBES, INC.

St

USET Resolution No. 2007:01M2

SUPPORT OF THE NARRAGANSETT INDIAN TRIBE'S EFFORTS TO AMEND THE
RHODE [SLAND [NDIAN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT ACT (SETTLEMENT ACT)

WHEREAS,  United South and Eastem Tribes, Incorporaled (USET) is an intertibal organization
comprised of twanty-four {24) federally recognized Tribes; and

WHEREAS,  the actions taken by the USET Beard of Direclars ofiicially represent the intentions of each
member Tribe, as the Board of Direclors comprises delegales from he member Tribas
teadership; and

WHEREAS,  afunclion of USET is to promate and protect the economic well being and autonomy of
federally-recognized American Indian Tribes, particularly those member Tribes of USET; and

WHEREAS,  the Namragenselt Indian Tribe is a member in good standing with USET; and

WHEREAS, the Narraganselt [ndian Tribe was involunianiy sirpped of iis righls under the Indian Gaming
Regulatary Act (iIGRA) in 1586 by a prejudicial attack on ils sovereign rights by an Act of
Congress, commonly referred to as the Chafee Rider"; and

WHEREAS,  in Nammaganseit Indian Tribe v, State of Rhade Isiand, 449 F.3d 16 (1%t Cir. 2008), the en banc coun ruled
that the Setllement Act granted civil and criminal jurisdiction {o ihe Stale over the Tribe and that the
Setllement Act waived the Tribe's sovereign immunity, authorizing stale jurisdiclion aver the Tribe ilself,
and allawing the stale io execuie a search warrant granted by a state court on ihe setilement lands and lo
seize property from the Tribe’s smoke shop; and

WHEREAS,  in Carcieri v Kemptharne, the Stale has challenged the Secretary's authority lo acquire fand on behalf of
the Tribe under section 3 of the Indian Reorganization Act {IRA); and

WHEREAS,  The Siale also argues in that case that if the Secretary can acquire lands for the tibe under sectian 5 of the
IRA that such lands would be subject to the States civil and criminal judsdiction; therefore be it

RESOLVED  ihe USET Board of Direclors supparis the Narragansett Indian Tribe in its effort o amend the Seitiement
Act to;

= Ensure thal lands acquired in krust for the Tribe under section 5 of the [RA will te Indian Counlry under
18 U.S.C. § 1151, and subject to fedaral and tibal jrsdiclion and considered “Indian lands™ as that
term is defined in the Indian Gaming Reguiatory Act (IGRA).

= Hestore the Tribe's sovereign immunity on the Setilement Lands.

» Reafftrn the Tribe's govemment-io-govermment relafionship with the United Stales consisteni with all
ciher federally recognized Iribes.

» Ensure that the Tribe is efigible 1o receive the benefits and services alreatdy made available to federally
recognized tibes pursuant to the Indizn Reorganizetion Act {IRA), including seclion 5 of the IRA.

« Affirm that the Tribe is enfiled to all the privileges and immunilies available to other federally

recognized Indian {ribes by virlue of their governmeni-to-govemment relalionship with the United
Slales.

= Affirm thal pursuant to 25 U.5.C. §479a-1, the Trbe is eligible for the special programs and services
provided to Indfans because af their stalus as Indians; and be it further

“Because there is strength in Unity”



USET Resolulion No. 2007:019

RESOLVED  {he USET Beard of Directors will instruct the USET Execulive Direclor lo pravide the Namaganset! Indian
Tribe any information and work with the Tribe to idenlify human resources available to assist the Tribz in ils
efforl 1o amend (he Setllement Act.

CERTIFICATION

This rasolulion was duly passed at the USET Impact Week Meeting, &l which a quorum was present, in Asfngton, VA, an
Thursday, February 15, 2007.
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Brian Palterson, President Cheryl Du)lnmg Secratary
United South and Eastem Tribes, Inc. United South and Eastem Tnbes. Inc.




