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WHEREAS,
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED

RESOLVED

USET Resalution No. 2007:027

SUPPORT FOR CONTINUATION OF UNITED SOUTH AND EASTERN TRIBES, INC,
ENVIRONMENTAL LIAISON OFFICE

United South and Easlemn Tribes, Incorporated {USET) is an inleriribal arganization comprised of twenty-
Tour (24) federally recognized Tribes; and

tie aclions taken by the USET Board of Direciors officially represent the intentions of each member Tribe,
as lhe Board of Direclors comprises delegates from the member Tribes' leadership; and

USET created and has filed an Environmental Liatson Officer (ELO) position pursuant to
USET Resolutions No. 2004:005 and No. 2004:044; and

the United States Enwironmental Profection Agency (USEPA) Region 4 currently funds the ELO function
wilhin the USET organization, said function benefiling all member Tribes in the areas of fechnical
assistance, analysis of pending legistation and proposed regulation, preparation of stralegic plans and
grant work plans, advice and support in preparing TribaVEPA environmental 2greements, formation of ad
hot consoria of Tribes 1o joinlly address environmental problems, and general support of the wark of

lhe Regional Tribal Operations Commitiees; and

USET Tribes are located in USEPA Regions 4, 2, 4 and 6; and

the ELO programs, funclions, services and aclivilies have been solely funded by the USEPA Region 4
since the inception of the program, despite requests for program funding through USEPA Regions 1, 2,
and &; and

the USET £LQ has been declared & success by USEPA Region 4 and has bzen recognized by the
American Indian Enviranmenital Office (AIEQ) as a priority for disiibulion of discrelionary sel-aside funds in
the Indian General Assistance Program 2008 Granls Administration Guidance, February 24, 2006, Faderal
Register Yolume 71, Number 37; and

the USEPA Region 4 hzs notified USET that funding for the ELQ program will noi be available beyond
Fiscal Year 2007, and

USET desires to identify and secure addilional funding for the conlinuation of the ELO position; and

lne work undertaken by the EL.O has not dupficaled and will not duplicate efforls by any member Tribe, aor
will USET's grant proposals cenflict or compete with those of member Tribes, but instead will complement
and suppor the effarts of member Tribes; and

USET appreciates the efforts of the USEPA Region 4 1o assist in the establishment of an ELO within fhe
organizalion and acknowledges that Regions 1, 2, and 6 have considered program funding to no avail as
Regional discretionary funds are limited; therefore, be il

{he USET Board of Directors talls for the EPA Adminisératar and the AIEQ lo assist in future and continued
funding of the ELO function in arder {o reach kng-term Tribal environmental initiatives; and be il further

the USET Beard of Direclors grants authority io the USET Execulive Director, in consuitation with the
Nalurat Resources Committee, to prepare and submit contracl, grant and cooperative agresment
proposals andfor applications in order to provide continuing dinznciaf support for the £L.0 programs,
funciions, services and aclivities.

“Because there is strength in Unity ™




USET Resolufion 2007:027

CERTIFICATION

This resolution was duly passed a1 the USET Impact Week Meating, at which a quorum was present, in Arlinglan, VA, on
Thursday, February 15, 2007.
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Brign Patterson, President Charyl DD lng Secretary
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