
Dear tribal leaders and friends,  

Please take time to make your voices heard on a full Supreme Court.  

 

Americans get up every day and do their jobs – and they don’t pick and choose which parts they want to do, or on 

which days they want to show up.  That no-nonsense grit is part of what makes the United States the hardest 

working, most productive nation on Earth.  In exchange, Americans simply expect that their elected leaders will hold 

up their end of the bargain, and do their jobs too.  Every day. 

When there’s a vacancy on the Supreme Court, the job responsibilities – laid out in the Constitution – are clear.  The 

President nominates a candidate, and the Senate then considers the nominee and votes on his or her 

confirmation.  It’s very simple.  So far, President Obama has made clear that he will uphold his Constitutional duties 

and name an eminently qualified nominee.  Yet Senate Republican leaders have made clear that they will not 

consider anyone the President nominates.  In essence, they’ve announced to the whole country that they will refuse 

to do their job. 

Have you, your tribe, your organization, or your community made your voices heard?  

Below are actions that others are taking that are really making a difference:   

1. Release a statement, post a blog, or place an op-ed.   

2. Accept or schedule media interviews to talk about the importance of the President’s constitutional duty to 

ensure a full court  

3. Push this conversation forward on Social Media using the hash tag #SCOTUS.  Below are graphics that we are 

pushing out.  If there are any that speak to you – start posting now and let us know when you do!  

4. Produce a creative piece on the role of the court, the role of the President, and or the role of Congress when a 

seat on the Court needs filling.  It can be educational, persuasive, consensus building, funny, or hopefully – all 

of the above.   

 NOTE: If you are interested in creating or filming something, and want to be connected with others who 

would be interested in participating – let us know, and we will connect dots.)  

  

READ OR WATCH THE PRESIDENT’S FULL REMARKS HERE 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/02/13/watch-president-obama-speak-passing-supreme-court-justice-scalia


 

  

Journalists adding perspective on precedent (also attached): 

                

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/02/13/watch-president-obama-speak-passing-supreme-court-justice-scalia


                

 



                

 



                

 



                

 



                

 

  

  

  

  

Every U.S. Supreme Court nominee in history has received a vote within 125 days → http://go.wh.gov/SCOTUS #SCOTUS 

OR 

Since 1975, it's only taken an average of 67 days to confirm a president's nominee to the Supreme Court. #SCOTUS 

http://go.wh.gov/SCOTUS


 
  

  

Since 1875: Every Supreme Court nominee has received a Senate hearing or a vote → http://go.wh.gov/SCOTUS 

#SCOTUS 

OR 

The last time a Supreme Court nominee was denied a hearing? 1875. http://go.wh.gov/SCOTUS #SCOTUS 

 
  

  

If the Senate fails to act, #SCOTUS could have a vacancy for the better part of two Terms. http://go.wh.gov/SCOTUS 

OR 

A vacancy on the Supreme Court for the better part of two Terms would be unprecedented → http://go.wh.gov/SCOTUS 

 
  

http://go.wh.gov/SCOTUS
http://go.wh.gov/SCOTUS
http://go.wh.gov/SCOTUS
http://go.wh.gov/SCOTUS


  

Without a 9th Justice, the Supreme Court's 4-4 decisions can't legally establish uniform, nationwide rules. 

http://go.wh.gov/SCOTUS 

 
  

  
"The Federal judiciary is too important to be made a political football" —Reagan on Justice Kennedy's confirmation 

 
  

 

http://go.wh.gov/SCOTUS

