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The 2018-19 FAFSA Launches October 1 

Completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) is 

the first step toward receiving federal aid for college, career school, or graduate school. 
The U.S. Department of Higher Education's Office of Federal Student Aid (FSA) provides 
more than $120 billion in grants, work-study funds, and loans each year, but students 
must complete the FAFSA to determine how much of that money they are eligible to 

receive. In this Homeroom blog post an FSA employee (and parent of a rising college 

student) shares simple steps to start the financial aid process: 
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1. Research and compare 

college costs 

2. Get your FSA ID 
3. Fill out the FAFSA 
4. Review your child’s SAR 

(Student Aid Report) 
5. Research scholarships 

Find more details about each of 
these steps on the blog, and pay 
attention to the FAFSA's opening 

date (October 1, 2017) and 

deadlines (varying by state). Now is the time to start preparing! 
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Find additional opportunities and resources for youth on the 
Youth Engaged 4 Change (YE4C) website and 
Facebook page. 

 

  

DID YOU KNOW? 

 

Nearly 70% of graduating seniors from public and private 
nonprofit colleges in 2013 had federal student loan debt that 
averaged $28,400. The U.S. Financial Literacy and Education 

Commission (FLEC) issued a report, Opportunities to 
Improve the Financial Capability and Financial Well-
being of Postsecondary Students, which describes key 

financial decisions facing college students. Download 
the report (PDF, 48 pages). 
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youth.gov is the U.S. Government website that helps you create, maintain, and strengthen effective youth programs. Included are youth 
facts, funding information, and tools to help you assess community assets, generate maps of local and federal resources, search for 
evidence based youth programs, and keep up-to-date on the latest, youth-related news. 
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