
 

VA Office of Tribal Government Relations  
Newsletter ~ Winter 2017/2018 

 
Note from the Director 
 
Greetings and welcome to the Winter edition of the VA Office of Tribal Government Relations newsletter.     
 
I’d like to share some updates with our readers of where we’ve been and what we’ve been up to these past few 
months, but first I’d like to begin with sharing that we are gearing up for an outreach campaign called “Your 
Service.  Our Mission: Bringing Benefits Home,” a targeted effort focused on reaching Veterans across Indian 
Country and offering both the Veteran and their families assistance with filing disability and pension claims.  
Twenty tribal governments are participating in the effort, and our team is working closely with the Veterans 
Benefits Administration, State Departments of Veterans Affairs, Tribal Veterans Representatives (and Service 
Officers) and Veterans Service Organizations to host and support these claims events.  We look forward to sharing 
outcomes information (e.g. # of Veterans served, total amount of claims approved) for this effort later this year.    
 
Our office has also been involved in discussions with the Smithsonian, National Museum of the American Indian 
(NMAI) and the Library of Congress, Veterans History Project.  We discovered a while back that our three 
organizations are working to reach Veterans across Indian Country so it was important for us to stay informed of 
our collective efforts and to join forces when opportunities arose.  The NMAI has an excellent exhibit currently 
touring the country called Patriot Nations: Native Americans in Our Nation’s Armed Forces (see link here 
http://nmai.si.edu/explore/exhibitions/item/?id=958).  NMAI is also moving forward with the National Native 
American Veterans Memorial (see link http://www.nmai.si.edu/support/national-native-american-veterans-
memorial/) with an anticipated dedication date of Veterans Day 2020.  The Library of Congress, Veterans History 
Project “collects, preserves, and makes accessible the personal accounts of American war veterans so that future 
generations may hear directly from veterans and better understand the realities of war,” (see link here 
http://www.loc.gov/vets/about.html).  We’ve been supporting the Veterans History Project (VHP) effort by 
attending VHP workshops offered by the Library of Congress and assisting with outreach and engagement efforts 
to help spread the word and raise awareness of VHP to as many AI/AN Veterans as possible.  If Veterans are willing 
to share their experiences and stories of their time in service, this ensures that the military service contributions of 
AI/AN people to the United States will be preserved for future generations to know, appreciate and understand.   
 
Now, turning to recent news and activities, VA Secretary David Shulkin addressed the National Congress of 
American Indians (NCAI) during the 2018 NCAI Winter Session here in DC.  Secretary Shulkin opened his remarks 
with sharing the story of Mr. Bill Scott, Chickasaw Nation Korean War Veteran and son of the renowned Chickasaw 
Nation aviator, Pearl Carter Scott.   Mr. Scott served his country valiantly at a very young age and returned home, 
using the GI Bill to finish college, VA home loan to purchase his home and received care at VA hospitals over the 
years.  Mr. Scott’s life is an example of what we should consistently see across Indian Country, AI/AN Veterans 
return home from service, access their VA benefits over the course of a lifetime which in turn enhances their 
overall quality of life.  Secretary Shulkin also shared his 5 VA priorities which actually align with the 5 priorities 
identified by tribal leaders and Veterans during the 2016 VA Tribal Consultation in which the agency asked tribes 
to identify their top concerns and priorities for Veterans across Indian Country).   Secretary Shulkin’s 5 are: greater 
choice; modernize systems; focus resources efficiently; improve timeliness; and suicide prevention while tribal 
priorities included: access to medical care, addressing housing and homelessness, treatment for PTSD and mental 
health, understanding benefits, including benefits for families and transportation.    
 

http://nmai.si.edu/explore/exhibitions/item/?id=958
http://www.nmai.si.edu/support/national-native-american-veterans-memorial/
http://www.nmai.si.edu/support/national-native-american-veterans-memorial/
http://www.loc.gov/vets/about.html
https://www.va.gov/TRIBALGOVERNMENT/docs/VA-2016-Consultation-Report_508_FINAL.pdf
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Jefferson Keel, NCAI President and Lt. Governor of the Chickasaw Nation, met individually with Secretary Shulkin 
at VA Headquarters prior to the NCAI session.  The visit was both productive and informative for the Secretary, 
who looks forward to continued engagement as well as formal consultations with tribal officials in the months 
ahead.   
 
I would be remiss if I didn’t share information about the recent work of our tribal government relations specialists.  
 
Peter Vicaire presented information to the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council and received a resolution of support 
for an issue he’s working on regarding illegal state taxation of Native Veterans.  Kansas is the most recent state in 
the process of passing legislation which would return these improper taxes.  He then travelled to Akwesasne, NY 
for a successful veterans event he co-planned with St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Sub-Chief Cheryl Jacobs, and then most 
recently visited the Veterans group of the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians in Dowagiac, Michigan.        
 
Mary Culley traveled to Washington, D.C. during early February to lend staff support to the United South and 
Eastern Tribes (USET) Veterans Committee during DC Impact week.   
 
Terry Bentley attended (along with VISN 20 staff) the Northwest Portland Indian Area Health Board Quarterly 
meeting in January where she provided updates to delegates in attendance.  She returned to Portland later that 
month to offer updates and support senior VA officials attending the Winter Session of Affiliated Tribes of 
Northwest Indians (ATNI) Veterans Committee.   
 
In the Southwest, Homana Pawiki spent time networking in the state capitals of New Mexico and Arizona.  She 
participated in both Military and Veterans Day and Indian Day hosted by the New Mexico State Legislature, then 
participated in Indian Nations and Tribes Legislative Day hosted by the Arizona State Legislature.  Homana, along 
with the other specialists, also reached out directly to tribes participating in the claims events throughout the year, 
so winter has been a busy time preparing for activities which will be laser focused on linking Indian Country’s 
Veterans to the benefits they’ve earned and so richly deserve. 
 
As always, if you have suggestions, requests, recommendations or submissions to the OTGR newsletter, please 
don’t hesitate to email us at tribalgovernmentconsultation@va.gov or check out our website: 
www.va.gov/tribalgovernment.   We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Warm Regards,  

                              

 
 

Links to non-Federal services are provided solely as a service to our readers. These links do not constitute an endorsement of these organizations or their 
programs by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and none should be inferred. VA is not responsible for the content of the individual organization 

web pages found at these links nor the information provided on these events by organizations or individuals. 

mailto:tribalgovernmentconsultation@va.gov
http://www.va.gov/tribalgovernment
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National Native American Veterans Memorial 
Design Competition 

 
The National Museum of the American Indian will honor Native American servicemen and 
women in a very visible way: a prominent memorial on the National Mall, a place that draws 
nearly 24 million visitors annually to Washington, DC. 
 
The National Native American Veterans Memorial represents: 

 a place for reflection 
where generations of Americans can honor the proud and courageous legacy of Native 
Americans in the military, and look forward to the future; 
 

 a permanent memorial at the Smithsonian 
planned for the grounds of the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian, 
between the Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum and the U.S. Capitol; 
 

 a Native American effort 
driven by the National Museum of the American Indian and Native nations; 
 

 and a recognition by all Americans, 
a symbol of the country’s respect for Native Americans’ sacrifice and patriotism. 
Support from Native American communities and organizations, including our collaboration 
with the National Congress of American Indians and tribal leaders, is crucial to our success. 
The memorial is further strengthened with the aid of major corporations and defense 
contractors, American veterans and their families, and private citizens. 
 
The Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian has announced the five finalists 
for the design of the National Native American Veterans Memorial.  View each finalist’s 
design via the links below: 

• James Dinh 
• Daniel SaSuWeh Jones (Ponca) and Enoch Kelly Haney (Seminole) 
• Harvey Pratt (Cheyenne/Arapaho) 
• Stefanie Rocknak 
• Leroy Transfield (Māori: Ngai Tahu/Ngati Toa) 

 
The finalists shared their visions for the memorial and presented their initial design concepts 
in a presentation at the NMAI in Washington, D.C., February 7, 2018.  You can watch all the 
presentations HERE and see the design concepts in the next five pages. 

  
 
 
 

http://nmai.si.edu/sites/1/files/nnavm/Dinh-Stage-I.pdf
http://nmai.si.edu/sites/1/files/nnavm/Jones-Haney-Stage-I.pdf
http://nmai.si.edu/sites/1/files/nnavm/Pratt-Stage-I.pdf
http://nmai.si.edu/sites/1/files/nnavm/Rocknak-Stage-I.pdf
http://nmai.si.edu/sites/1/files/nnavm/Transfield-Stage-I.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLS6nSmuURFJCQ0snYKenN65ik5ZVyHYro
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Native American veterans will be honored with 
memorial on National Mall 

 
Here’s an article from Tara Bahrampour, which ran in The Washington Post on 

January 14, 2018.  Click on the link to see pictures in the article.    

 
The Mall is studded with monuments to iconic people and events, from presidents to wars to 
civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. Later this month, finalists will be announced for a 
memorial to a group with less name recognition: Native American veterans.  
 
In the 20th century, Native Americans served in the United States military at a higher per 
capita rate than any other ethnic group, and their service stretches back to the Revolutionary 
War. This might sound surprising, given their fraught history with the U.S. government. Why 
would so many choose to fight and sacrifice for a country that has often treated native tribes 
so badly?  
 
The answer lies in the way many see their patriotism, as inextricably connected with the land 
itself, said Rebecca Trautmann, project curator of the National Native American Veterans 
Memorial at the National Museum of the American Indian, upon whose land the memorial 
will be built. “They have described an inherited responsibility to protect their homeland, 
their families, their communities and their traditional way of life,” she said.  
 
Or as Debra Kay Mooney, a Choctaw who is a veteran of the Iraq War, put it: “Our ancestors 
are the very groundwork of the United States because we died here first. It’s our ancestors’ 
bones and marrow that has degraded into the ground that is actually in the roots and the 
tops of the tallest trees. . . . We needed to protect our ancestors’ bones.” 
 
While Congress approved the erection of the memorial in 1994, it did not authorize 
fundraising for it until 2013. (It is scheduled to be unveiled on Veterans Day in 2020). 
Museum staff and members of an advisory committee traveled around the country, meeting 
with tribal leaders and veterans, and came back with a few directives: Be inclusive of all 
tribes and traditions; don’t leave out women; remember the sacrifices of family members; 
and include an element of spirituality.  
 
The design must be broad enough to encompass the vast array of tribes (567 are federally 
recognized) yet specific enough that veterans and their families will recognize themselves 
and their stories.  That will not be easy for the panel of experts tasked with selecting the 
design. For example, some tribes’ history of service goes back longer than others; to some, 
horses were integral, while others never rode them.  
 
“What an intriguing memorial this will ultimately be if it is able to encompass for the casual 
observer and for Native Americans the oddities of where we stand today as Native Americans 
in the 21st century,” said Kevin Brown, chairman of the Mohegan tribe, who along with 
Mooney is on the advisory committee. “You have native scouts who were on both sides in the 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/social-issues/native-american-veterans-will-be-honored-with-memorial-on-national-mall/2018/01/14/06c19170-f7d7-11e7-a9e3-ab18ce41436a_story.html?utm_term=.140cb2c848c6
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Indian Wars, you have the first Native American to die in the defense of what would be called 
the U.S.A., in the Revolutionary War,” a relative of Brown. 
 
The placement of the memorial is significant, said Jefferson Keel, lieutenant governor of the 
Chickasaw Nation, who is co-chair of the committee. “Anyone who goes out of the Capitol, 
down those steps, that will be the first thing they see. To me, that’s exciting.”  Keel 
acknowledged the contradictions inherent in serving a government that did not always serve 
its native population fairly. “I think it’s in the warrior tradition to protect the freedoms that 
we have, even though we were not allowed to be citizens in general until [the 1920s]. Even 
before they were allowed to vote, they served.” The memorial, he said, is “long overdue.” 
 
Many Americans don’t know the extent of the more painful history of Native Americans, as 
well as many of their accomplishments, he said. “We’re not what they learned about in public 
school systems.” 
 
That history includes the forcible removal of native children from their families to be 
educated in boarding schools — which in some ways helped prepare them for service. 
“Students were taken from homes, their hair cut short, put into military uniforms and made 
to lead regimented lifestyles — so, often, the military recruited them,” Trautmann said. 
Among the best-known Native American veterans are the Choctaw, who passed messages in 
their own language during World Wars I and II — a code the enemy was unable to break. 
And Ira Hayes, one of six U.S. servicemen to raise the flag at Iwo Jima, became the subject of 
a Johnny Cash song.  
 
Even among Native Americans there is a knowledge gap about their contributions, said 
Wayne Don, an Alaska Native who is a colonel in the National Guard. “I didn’t know that my 
two grandfathers were Alaskan territorial guardsmen until I picked up a book,” he said. 
Over 31,000 Native American men and women are on active duty, and more than 140,000 
veterans identify as Native Americans or Alaska Natives. Typically, they are celebrated in 
their own communities, with ceremonies and warrior societies that help them when they 
return from service. In 2004, a powwow was held in a combat zone near Fallujah, for which 
family members sent clothes and other items from the United States. 
 
But despite the high status of warriors in many tribal traditions, Native Americans often have 
a harder time than the general population gaining access to veterans’ benefits, Trautmann 
said. “On the one hand, they have this support from the community that other vets don’t, and 
on the other hand, it can be harder for them to access medical and social services,” she said. 
“Many of them turn to traditional healing to deal with some of the PTSD from combat.” 
An important aspect of the memorial is that “it’s intended to welcome these vets and be a 
healing experience for them, whether it’s for vets who served many years ago, vets just 
returning from service or families who lost members in service,” Trautmann said.  One of 
those is Allen Hoe, a Native Hawaiian and Vietnam veteran whose 27-year-old son Nainoa 
was killed in Iraq in 2005.  
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“He was very proud of the fact that his ancestors for 100 generations were warriors,” said 
Hoe, who has another son in the military. “He wanted to step forward and provide the 
gratitude to his ancestors and conduct himself the way they would want him to.” 
 
Hoe said he was originally shocked and disappointed to learn there was not already a 
memorial honoring Native American veterans. “I was puzzled as to why not,” he said, adding 
that he has since become active in veterans’ initiatives such as the memorial. “There’s not a 
lot you can do to change the past, but you can do your best to set the way forward.”  
While many served with distinction, recognition was not always accorded to them in their 
lifetime.  
 
Master Sgt. Woodrow Wilson (“Woody”) Keeble, a full-blooded Sioux, served in World War 
II and later in Korea. He was recommended for a Medal of Honor, but the paperwork was 
lost; he was finally given the award posthumously, in 2008.  “He would be very honored” to 
see the memorial, said Keeble’s stepson, Russell Hawkins. “He comes from a warrior culture 
that epitomized all the values of honor and bravery, and he would want the story to be told.” 
 
Hawkins also hopes the memorial, by highlighting Native Americans’ service and sacrifice, 
will do something else. “I think the most bigoted white supremacist, when he reads what 
Woody did, saving the lives of his fellow soldiers, he’ll say, ‘Gee, maybe these guys aren’t so 
bad after all. Maybe they deserve a little bit more understanding, a little bit more 
compassion.’ “I think even the hardest heart will soften.” 
 

VA Reimburses over $68.5 Million to IHS and Tribal 
Health Programs 

Tribal health clinics interested in entering a reimbursement agreement with VA for 
serving veterans should send an initial note of interest to: 

tribal.agreements@va.gov 

 

mailto:tribal.agreements@va.gov
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Free Veterans Welding Course 
 
Wounded Warriors Family Support has partnered with United Auto Workers and Ford Motor 
Company, to offer a Veterans Welding Training Program.  This program is specifically for 
Purple Heart Recipients, however if we do not have enough Purple Heart Recipient 
submissions, the program is extended to Honorable Discharged Veterans.    
 **The training is offered at no cost or use of benefits to the Veterans. 
 
Veterans can obtain up to six certifications through the American Welding Society.   

- Shield Metal Arc Welding (SMAW or Stick) 
- Gas Metal Arc Welding (GMAW or MIG) 
- Gas Tungsten Arc Welding (GTAW or TIG) 
- Oxy-acetylene welding, cutting and brazing (stick) 
- Plasma cutting 
- Brazing and soldering  

 
The following are the course dates: 
course commences 9April 2018 and graduates 18 May 2018. 
course commences 20 May 2018 and graduates 29 June 2018 
course commences 1 Oct 2018 and graduates 9 Nov 2018  
 
Below are the logistics: 
1.  Location of Training, Technical Training Center, 25500 Outer Drive, Lincoln Park, MI 
2.  Hours of Operations are 6:30 AM to 4:30 PM 
3.  Training hours 7:00 am to 3:00 PM  
4.  United Auto Workers and Ford Motor Company covers the cost of the Welding Training 
Program. 
5.  Provide Breakfast and Lunch Monday through Friday  
6.  WWFS, covers the following: 
      A. Transportation from home of residences to Detroit Michigan 
      B.  Dual Loading at the Lincoln Park, MI, Marriott, Hotel. 
      C.  A weekly per diem check in the amount of $100.00 dollars for local participants and 
$200.00 dollars for out of town/State participants.  
      D.  Upon graduation, transportation from Detroit Michigan to home of residences.  
  
If you have any Purple Heart Recipients or any Veteran with an Honorable Discharge 
interested on attending the Veterans Welding Training Program, have them go to the below 
link and submit their online application.  
  
To apply for the Veterans Welding Training, please fill out the following application. For 
more information about the program, call Martin Duarte at Wounded Warriors Family 
Support: (760) 405-7777. Or E-mail at: martin.duarte@wwfs.org. 
 
http://www.wwfs.org/wounded-warriors-family-support/training/veterans-welding-
training-program 
  

mailto:martin.duarte@wwfs.org?subject=Veterans%20Welding%20Training%20Program%20E-mail
http://www.wwfs.org/wounded-warriors-family-support/training/veterans-welding-training-program
http://www.wwfs.org/wounded-warriors-family-support/training/veterans-welding-training-program
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Keweenaw Bay Indian Community Veterans Receive 
New Vehicle through Wounded Warriors Family 

Support and Copper Country Ford. 
 

Here’s an article and video [1:34] by Mariah Powell, which ran in the NBC TV6 on 
December 12, 2017.  Tribes in need of a vehicle for veterans should make a request 

to Martin Duarte at Wounded Warriors Family Support at (760) 405-7777 or 
martin.duarte@wwfs.org   

 
"Well, it is a brand new Explorer and we are really glad to help. We've been 
supporters of the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community for years and when they tie it 
in with the Wounded Warriors, it gets me all warm and fuzzy and I really feel good 
about supporting both causes at one time," said Copper Country Ford owner and 
general manager David Johnson.  The 2018 Ford Explorer XLT will give veterans 
reliable transportation to doctor's appointments and other events year round. 
 
"I can't wait for us to get this. It is going to be a safe means for veterans to be able to 
get in and out of their vehicle safely without having to climb in and out of a van and 
to be able to get to their appointments, pretty much like the Marine Corps, any time 
and place," said Rodney Loonsfoot of the Marine Corps Keweenaw Detachment. 
Loonsfoot is the first Michigan Veterans Service Member for a tribe in the state. 
 
"The whole idea is to have tribal veterans have somebody advocate, help and file 
their benefits, their compensation and their educational claims and then be able to 
help them navigate the VA system the way it is," said Loonsfoot. 
 

 
The KBIC veterans program welcomes new members. They will hold a coffee social 
for interested tribal veterans after the holidays. 
 

 
 

http://www.uppermichiganssource.com/content/news/KBIC-veterans-receive-vehicle-463703203.html
mailto:martin.duarte@wwfs.org
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Mississipi Band of Choctaw Indians Signs VA Native 
American Direct Home Loan Agreement 

 

Here’s an article from WTOK which ran on December 4, 2017. 

 
The Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians has signed a memorandum of 
understanding with the VA Loan Guaranty Service to benefit tribal veterans. 
Chief Phyliss Anderson and the program's director, Jeffrey London, recently signed 
the document that will make the process of applying for a VA home loan easier for 
eligible Native American veterans, active-duty military and their spouses on federal 
trust land. The loans could be used for building, buying or renovating a home. 
“Many people have been working diligently for years to make this happen," said 
Anderson. "This agreement between the tribe and the VA will greatly benefit many 
Native veterans, especially our Choctaw veterans.” 
 

 
 Tribal Chief Phyliss J. Anderson and Jeffrey London, director of the VA Loan Guaranty  
  Service, sign a memorandum of understanding to offer low interest loans to veterans,  
    active-duty military and their spouses to build, purchase or refurbish a home on the  

reservation. 
 

 
The Choctaw Mortgage Program, located at the Choctaw Town Center, will serve as 
the local office to assist veterans with their VA home loan application process.  
Home ownership counselor, Daniel Tubby, will be the point of contact and may be 
reach at 601-656-0056, ext. 2678, or by email at daniel.s.tubby@choctaw.org.   

  

 

http://www.wtok.com/content/news/MBCI-VA-agree-to-low-interest-loans-461905463.html
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Tillman Scholar Program 
 
The Tillman Scholar Program unites and empowers remarkable military 
veterans and spouses as the next generation of public and private sector 
leaders committed to service beyond self.  
 
The fellowship supports Tillman Scholars with academic scholarships, a national 
network, and professional development opportunities so they are empowered to 
make an impact in the fields of medicine, law, business, policy, technology, 
education and the arts.  
 
Deadline: March 1, 2018 at 11:59 p.m. (PT) 
 
The scholarship assists with academic expenses, and can be used for tuition and 
fees, living expenses, and books. Tillman Scholars can expect an average award of 
$10,000. Read our Application One Pager and explore profiles of the Tillman 
Scholars to see what distinguishes our most successful applicants. Questions? 
Review the FAQs. 
 
http://pattillmanfoundation.org/apply-to-be-a-scholar/ 
 
 The following candidates may apply to become a Tillman Scholar: 

• Veteran and active-duty military service members  
o Pre-and post-9/11 service eras 
o From all branches of the U.S. Military including National Guard and 

Reserve 
• Current spouses of veterans or active-duty service members, including 

surviving spouses 
• Service members or spouses pursuing a degree as a full-time* student:  

o Undergraduate (Bachelor’s or above) 
o Graduate or professional degree 
o At a public or private, U.S.-based accredited institution 

*Full-time as determined by your institution and program of study 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

http://pattillmanfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/PTF_TillmanScholar_Apply_012518.pdf
http://pattillmanfoundation.org/meet-our-scholars/
http://pattillmanfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/tsapplicationFAQs2018.pdf
http://pattillmanfoundation.org/apply-to-be-a-scholar/
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OTGR Central Region 
(IA; MI; MN; MT; ND; NE; SD; WI; WY) 

 
Fargo Air Museum Honors Native American 

Soldiers and Veterans 
 

Here’s an article and video [2:19] by Cassandra Rohlfing from WDAY6, which ran on 
October 19, 2017 

 
FARGO—A new addition at the Fargo Air Museum is honoring Native American veterans and 
soldiers from across the state.  Inside the Fargo Air Museum, Flags representing the five 
North Dakota Native American nations will now be hung from the museum's ceiling among 
dozens of other national flags.  Some people say, it's about time. 
 
If you ask Tyrell DeCoteau why he chose to serve in the military, the answer for him stems 
back to his ancestors.  DeCoteau said, "Was always my people's main mission. To protect our 
families, our communities, our people and our way of life." 
 
To carry on his Native American heritage, is something he holds near to him.  "Always stay 
true to our people, it's not going away. As long as we have people willing to share the 
tradition," said DeCoteau.  DeCoteau isn't alone.  He's one of over 1,500 Native veterans 
across the state. 
 
Now, at the Fargo Air Museum, is a permanent reminder of those men and women. 
At a ceremony Thursday morning, flags from three of the five North Dakota Tribes were 
presented to hang along the Museum's national flags.  An honor that some say should have 
happened long ago, because of how prominent Native Americans are in the armed forces. 
 
"More Native Americans, volunteer for the military at a higher rate than any other ethnicity," 
said DeCoteau. In fact, according to the National Museum of the American Indian, Natives 
have served in every major conflict since the revolutionary war.  But, like DeCoteau, these 
honored veterans didn't join for recognition.  They joined to serve and protect.  The five 
nations are Turtle Mountain Chippewa, Three Affiliated Tribes, Spirit Lake, Standing Rock 
and the Sisseton-Wahpeton tribe. 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.wday.com/news/4346361-fargo-air-museum-honors-native-american-soldiers-and-veterans


 

21 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Huge Turnout for Akwesasne Veterans Benefit 
Summit 

 
Here’s an article by Mahlon Smoke which ran in Indian Time on February 8, 2017. 

Within the Akwesasne Housing Authority training room, an enormous group of Veterans 

from US military branches gathered to learn about the many benefits that are available to 

them. Speakers from all around New York State such as US Department of US Veterans 

Affairs, Gerald H. Solomon Saratoga National Cemetery, a Mobile Veterans Center with 

a Readjustment Counselor, and Tribal Vocational Rehabilitation program came to offer 

support and education about every benefit that they have to offer. Veterans arrived not 

only from Akwesasne but also from Kahnawake and Kanatsiohareke. They had come to 

find benefits for Canadian territories previously thought unavailable by many community 

members.  

 

The Akwesasne Benefits Summit was co-coordinated by Sub-Chief Cheryl Jacobs and 

Peter Vicaire, from Veterans Affairs, Office of Tribal Government Relations. Jacobs met 

Vicaire last year at a summit where she expressed interest in bringing something similar 

to Akwesasne. Two years ago, the American Legion Post 1479 held a summit for 

Veterans, but Jacobs wanted to bring it back again. She kept in contact with Vicaire and 

they began to arrange the many speakers and programs. She felt that there was a need to 

reach out to brothers and sisters of various communities about the services available to 

them, not only in the U.S., but in Canada as well. Being a veteran of the US Military 

herself, she was amazed about all the information that was out there and wanted to 

educate those who didn't know about it. 

http://www.indiantime.net/story/2018/02/08/news/huge-turnout-for-akwesasne-veterans-benefit-summit/26910.html
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This summit was a year in the making and on February 1st, 2018, it was ready to go and 

was met with a room filled to the brim with Veterans who were all eager to learn about 

all the programs that were at their fingertips. The summit began at 12:00pm sharp with 

opening remarks by Sub-Chief Jacobs, Dr. Judy Hayman of Syracuse VA Medical 

Center, and Jordanna Mallach of NYS Division of Veterans Affairs. The afternoon was 

filled with educational lectures about important topics such as the Native American 

Direct Loan, VA Health Care Eligibility/Enrollment, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 

counseling, Suicide Prevention, and many other benefits and services. 

One other program that came was outside the Training Room: a large RV held the 

mobile office of Shawn Crandall, a Readjustment Counselor. His work is to help out 

those who have returned from war with counseling not only for them, but their families 

as well - free of charge. Crandall came to the Akwesasne Summit to make connections 

and meet people who could benefit from what services he offered, especially those who 

live in Rochester, NY area where he is based. His inclusion as well as other programs 

was part of Cheryl Jacobs' final speech at the end of the night and before the spaghetti 

dinner that was provided for everyone. 

"I really need to thank Lori Thompson, Courtney Jacobs, Anne Bero, and all the tribal 

employees who helped make this summit a reality," Sub-Chief Jacobs said. 

Jacobs also presented gifts to everyone who had come to give lectures and of course 

ended the day with a free dinner. Sub-Chief Jacobs hopes that they can have another 

summit similar to the one held and she expressed gratitude to everyone involved. 
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OTGR Southern Plains Region 
(KS; OK; TX ) 
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OTGR Southwest Region 
(AZ; CO; NM; UT) 
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OTGR Western Region 
(AK; CA; ID; NV; OR; WA) 
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