


A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE TRIBAL TRANSPORTATION UNITY ACT SUMMARY AND ADVOCATING FOR INCREASED FEDERAL INVESTMENT 
IN TRIBAL TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE TO ENHANCE TRANSPORTATION
 SAFETY, EMPLOYMENT, ACCESS AND SYSTEM EFFECTIVENESS 
 

WHEREAS,	the _______________ (Tribe) (insert opening tribal resolution language) ; and 

WHEREAS, 	the  __________ tribe relies on a safe, efficient and dependable transportation system to support the health, economic development, social well-being of our tribal members and the general public, and

WHEREAS, 	the federal government has a trust responsibility and treaty obligations to assist tribes in developing and sustaining roads, bridges, pedestrian and bicycle paths, transit services and other transportation facilities in a state of good repair comparable to national standards, and

WHEREAS, 	in prior efforts to impact federal transportation legislation, tribal voices were not unified and resulted in Congress drafting language without the benefit of tribal input resulting in a less effective tribal transportation program and limited tribal governments’ ability to provide a safe and reliable transportation system for their tribal communities and the traveling public; and

WHEREAS,	Tribal leaders accompanied by tribal transportation technical staff attended a Tribal Transportation Unity Caucus in Denver, Colorado on February 25-27, 2014, to exchange perspectives on tribal needs and opportunities and to develop underlying positions for a coordinated strategy to engage Congress in addressing the United States’ trust responsibility to the Indian people for transportation infrastructure investment and maintenance; and  

WHEREAS,	the Tribal Transportation Unity Caucus formed to promote unified, consensus positions of Indian tribes in advocating for a new highway bill that reflects tribal transportation system challenges and recognizes the accomplishments and capacity of tribes to deliver safe and reliable transportation and transit services to tribal citizens and surrounding communities; and

WHEREAS, 	the Tribal Transportation Unity Caucus meeting produced a document entitled “Tribal Transportation Unity Act Summary” that identifies recommendations for changes in the federal highway bill through a consensus process; and

WHEREAS, 	although tribal roads and transportation facilities comprise nearly 3% of the national transportation system, federal investment in those tribal facilities has remained at less than 1% of the national transportation system; and 

[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, 	tribal communities suffer the impacts of motor vehicle fatalities and serious injuries at rates greatly exceeding national averages due to unsafe road conditions and underfunded tribal highway safety programs; and


WHEREAS,	Tribal governments, as sovereign nations recognized in the United States Constitution, have obligations to deliver safe and reliable transportation networks and the Federal Government has trust and treaty responsibilities to provide sufficient funding to meet this obligation; and

WHEREAS,	through TEA-21, SAFETEA-LU, ARRA and MAP-21, tribes have demonstrated their transportation needs and have proven their ability to effectively and efficiently deliver transportation programs for the benefit of tribal citizens and others in their community.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, 	the ________________ (Name of Tribe) hereby supports the commitment expressed in the Tribal Transportation Unity Act Summary to engage in tribal transportation policy advocacy in the spirit of unity and mutual support and urges our Congressional delegation to support these recommendations; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 	that the positions adopted in Denver have been made in the interest of unity and shall be interpreted and understood as promoting and advancing consensus positions shared by tribes nationally and to support coordinated advocacy before the United States Congress; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, ___________ (tribe) hereby stands in unity with the Tribal Transportation Unity Caucus and supports the Tribal Transportation Unity Act Summary as adopted in Denver, Colorado on February 25-26 2014.


(Insert your tribal approval and signature)
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