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United Southeastern Tribes, Inc., consisting of the Choctaws of Mississip
he Cherokees of North Carolina, ;
present the following opinions in 1 a8 separate adminis-
trative unit in Washington to address their health needs, oo
“Since assuming responsibility for Indian Health Programs in the Southeast,
~the United States Public Health Service has based jts operations in Oklahoma
,ﬂﬁity;'a distance of some 1,000 miles. Members of the United Southeastern
Tribes delegation do not intend that its observations be criticélubf_the;
efforts of the Oklahoma office. Indeed, of all the government agencies which.
~Indians must deal with, Public Health Service has consistent!y,demonstrated
its willingness to respond to Indian needs in a quicker fashion than othe
_agencies. In accordance with Resolution USET~14-69, adopted June 27, .}
the United Southeastern Tribes request positive acceptance of ‘the state
‘of need outlined in this Resolution. The intent of this memorandum is to.
51 te and closer liaison. $Such 1iaison -
Indian groups in the Southeast and woul
. in quality and in speed beyond that now available.
-it has been our experience that medical personnel assigned in the Southeast
~have often been the last to learn of pro
o ..'simply because they were furthest away f
. is also felt that the establishment of a
“indians does not necessarily require an |
United Southeastern Tribes wish to receiv
. from Washington. Other Tribes are commun i
-,[chgir_areas,_;There_is_no office in our area closer'than_washington.H]

” ,1p_§ddition_t6lthe above reasons, theufoliowing rationale_is_offgred;};
'J;Program information,andEpo{icies_would be received more_gufcklyf

. United Southeastern Tribes would receive a more fair share of

~available health service dollars if we do not have to compete

in Oklahoma, .-
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_'?hrough a'fiaison persdn; each local Indian Health Serviéé would
. be better able to coordinate state and local health efforts beyond
. those available only through indian Health Service, .o
4 _ A liaison person would be an advocate of the four Tribes rather
= than of the indian Health Service. Such a liaison would have a
- desk in each Indian Health Service,installation in the area, rather
- iUnE£ed:Soﬁtheastern Tfibes pfobfems are.different bartly bécéuse
.. .of geographical separation from thirty-four Tribes in the Oklahoma
.o..area.  Distance dissipates funds thnough_travel_timg and sharing
An equal voice in policy decisions is necessary if United South-
- eastern Tribgs_hgaith_problgms:afe_to be alleviated, = i o

. Lack of consultation in all technical and medical areas is inevi
- “table because of the present arrangement which insulates Public
‘Health Service from United_Southeastern”Tribes_and_yice:versa. ;
-1t is requested that a conference be held immediately between
...representatives of the four Southeastern Tribes and the United
< States Public Health Service, Division of Indian Health, to .-
 formulate plans for activating this Statement. = E

 ADOPTED THIS 19th DAY OF FEBRUARY, 1970, at a regular meeting of the Inter=
~:Tribal Council, duly convened at the Seminole Tribal Office; Hollywood,
Florida, a8 quorum being presgnt,_by.a-uhanimqus_yoﬁe.v_f*“* I
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