UNITED SOUTHEASTERN T@EBES
Resolution Noe DSET - -7~

4 resolution reguesting continued support from The Honorable Richard
Mo Nixen for Indian Self-Determination.

WHEREAS, the curvent federal admimistration is now lmplenenting under
your directory a scheduled decentrallzation of all federal
sgencies which will provide sgate governments with an increased
opportunity to participate inm the decision making process
governing the distribution and utilization of federal rescurces,
and

WHEREAS, we suppoert the basic concept of intreased local participation
which underlies this re-orgsnizstion plan to the extent that
Indian Tribal GCovernments will be granted & compsvable
opportunity te participate in the decision making process with
regpect to programe which divectly effect the Indian people
(unfettered by administrative ties to state and regiomal (fedeval)
agencies), and

WHEREAS, vou explieclitly expressed your support for and commpitment %o
the concept of Imdian self-determination on July 8, 1970,
and have consistently supported the implementation of this
philogephy throughout the federal structure, and

WHEREAS, the nmembery tribes of the United Southeastern Tribes; InCe;
wish to share with you our concerns vis avis

{a) the historieslly poor record of state govermments in
providing services or support to Indian self-development
efferte

(&) the reality that the state govermment s in the southeast
have little knowledge of or appreciation for the problems
and desives of the Indian people

{¢) the fact that state povernments in the seutheast neither
understand nor suppert cur efferts to achlieve tribal
self=determinacion

{(d) our belief that, piven the situation deseribed above,
an increase in state contrel eover resources intended for
fndian progrems cen omly produce & curtailmesnt rather than
an expansion of existing Indian directed, Indian centvellied
program-services

NOK THEREFORE BE IT HESOLVED, that the Beard of Directors of the Uniged
Southeastern Tribes, Inc., does hereby respectfully request
that ‘you take appropriate action to insuve

{2a) the maintenance of centrally lecated Indian divisioms for
each federal agemey which is empowered to provide financial
and technical assistanve to support Indlan self-development
efforts



{h) that Indizn tribal govermments be authorized to deal
divectly with the appropriate Indian divisions of federal
agencieS.sobypassing the respective state and regional
{federal) agency levels

{e3 that this direct administragive communication link between
the grantee Iadian tribes and the aforementioned federal
agency Indian divisions operate to provide az viable two-
way flow of ideas and information so as to waximum the
impaet of Indian directed federszl resources

{4} that the federal agency structure and operative procedures
be designed to support this ®direct 1imk® approach between
Indian tribal govermments and the federal government at
all phases of the program ~ resource ~ allocatien process
{planning, propgran development, negotiations, funding,
evaluation) as delineated above.

CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted at & regular meeting of the
United Southeastern Tribes; Inc., and duly held at the Hemry CGrady Hotel
in Atlanta, Geovrgis on March 1=3; 1972,
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Phillip Martin =
Fresident
United Southeastern Tfih@&g ince
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~“VHoward Temmie
Secretary
United Southeastern Tribes; Ince




