Resolution No. USET 99:17

SUPPORT FOR THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS (NCAI)
RESOLUTION #MRB-98-059 ENTITLED "WELFARE REFORM"

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

the United South and Eastern Tribes Incorporated (USET) is an intertribal
organization comprised of twenty-three (23) federally recognized tribes; and

the actions taken by the USET Board of Directors officially represent the
intentions of each member tribe, as the Board of Directors is comprised of
delegates from the member tribes leadership; and

the USET Board of Directors is dedicated and committed to the needs of its
tribes and members in the goal of preserving the sovereignty, inherent rights,
integrity, and stability of our Indian children and families; and

the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) at its October 1998 Annual
Session passed Resolution #MRB-98-059 entitled Welfare Reform; and

the USET Social Services Committees has on several previous occasions
discussed the issues surrounding Tribal and State Welfare Reform and Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families programs; and

the USET Social Services Committee agrees with and supports all the aspects of

the National Congress of American Indians Resolution #MRB-98-059; therefore
be it

the USET Board of Directors unites and supports the National Congress of
American Indians Resolution #MRB-98-059.

CERTIFICATION

This resolution was duly passed at the annual USET Impact Week Meeting, at which a quorum
was present in Washington, D.C. on Thursday, February 4, 1999.
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Keller George, President Be;erly Wright, Sﬂcfetary
United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc. United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc.

“Because there is strength in Unity”



Vi UL TR AV A LD RmVETOW W aiwaaa Caimeran e -

NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS

: ,-:-fkﬁSo_i;U'TmN # MRB-98-059
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE L

PRESIDENT Tltle' WELFARE REFORM :I- ]

W. Rea Allen .
Jormesiown §'Klaflam Tride ’
PIRST VICE PRISIDENT WHEREAS, we, the members ofthe Nanonal Congress of American Indians of
rnle Stevens, Jr .
Oneida Nation of Wiscansin the Ur_nted States, mvokmg the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and
RECORDING SECRETARY purposes in orderto preserve t'or 0urse1ves and our descendants rights secured under '
Lela Xazkalla .
Nambe Puetlo Indian treatxes and agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefitsto
TREASURER " which we are entltled underthe laws and Constitution ofthe United Statesto enhghtenthe
T n public toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultiral

ARER VICE P RESIDENTS values, and otherwise promote the welfare qf the Indlan people, do herebyestabllshand

: subrmt the followmg resolunon and
ABERDEEN ARKA

San Juan Puebla

Gerald M. Clifford . !“.; e : S L
outate Siver ol WHEREAS The Natlonal Congress of Amerlcan Indlans (N CAI) is the oldest
Soca Caran and Iargest nafional organizatiot estabhshed in 1944 and compnsed of representatives of
ety ‘and advocates for national, regmnal and Iocal Tribal concerns; and

ANADARKO ARFA
Gary McAdams Can
Wichite & Affitioted Tribes”

BILLINCS AREA
Bar] Qid Perzan
Blackfeer Tribe

JUNEAU AREA
Steve Ginnie - :
Nattee Vilepe of Fore Yukon

éxperts who afe famzhar thh Tnba] cormnumtles and thelr’ o

Lx'./lU‘ .

unlque heeds se:rreu nd'mg weifare ref‘orm and t

l\

3 welfare ref‘orm and

‘MINNEAFOLIS AREA
.Bnﬂ:ndn Churchill |
M:He Locx Band af Opbwe

MUSKOGEE AREA
S Diane Kelley
Cherokes Nation

NORTHEAST AREA
Michael W, Schindler
Seneca Narton of Indrany

PHOPNIX AREA

Tvan Maldl

Salt River Pima.-Marleope ¥

Yonry Copp o h ;.'. reqq;rements and resources beiween Tnbaland StateTANF programs strongerfedera{
Lumm Narlos suppm"t‘for'[‘nba] TANF programs and expllcntnbal consultatlon pmcedures established
gfx‘:zﬁgn:r“* -»-' r “with the Department of Health and Human Ser\nces Oﬂ' ice of Community Semces, :
Toble Bty Rucrunoatw“uet : DlViSlOn Of‘TnbaI Sel'VlCCS IR . SRR . N

I n
SOUTHEAST AREA -
A Bruce Jones

Lumbee Tride
EXIECUTIVE BIRECTOR

JaAns K. Chase
Mandan, Hidatta & Arikara



02/01L/99 10:44 FAX 2024667797 NCAI WASH DC Y005

t

NCAI 1998 SSTH ANNUAL SESSION : RESCOLUTION # 98-059

WHEREAS, the proposed regulations should not be more burdensome or require more than what
is prescribed by the Act itselfas in the proposed requirements at §286.40 which limits administrative costs
to 20%; §286.85 and §286.90 requires 20 hours per week of work activity participation rather than
allowing Tribes to establish “similar participation requirements;” '

WHEREAS, the Actitselfrequires technical amendments found inthe proposed regulations at
§286.50 does not give tribes “carry-over authority” afforded to States; §286.65(g) applies non-applicable.
state standard to tribes; §286.140 does not allow a waiver process for tribes even thoughtime frames are
not specified in the law; and §286.230 does not consider cultural diversity with the reference to “out-of-
wedlock™ births; and :

WHEREAS, thereis aneed for Tribes to participatein the bonus and incentive provisions and to
retain fiinds for use in succeeding years in a manner comparable to the states; and

WHEREAS, Tribes will require funding for planning, start-up expenses, management information
system and other infrastructure needs in order to develop an administratively effective Tribal TANF
program, and

WHEREAS, thereis aneed for the Administration and Congress to provide accessto federal job
creation, small business development, entrepreneurial and economic development resources to create .
50,000 new jobs that will provide living wages for the 50,000 adult Indians who are unemployed or under-

_ employed based on Tribal J OBS NEW and G.A. data; and

WH'EREAS thereisa néed for the United States Department of Health and Human Services to
require strict compliance by all states with equitable access and the requirement thata personisexempt
from the TANF txmehmits whllchw nginanareawhere 50% or more of the adultsarenot emp}oyed and

' WHEREAS upon the expu‘atlon of the Welfarc to Work Profrram in ﬁsca] yca: 1999 thcre will -
beaneedto continueto provide training and employment services for Tribal TANF recipients atalevel
of not less than the current $25 million; and '

WHEREAS, the educationaj level of Indian TANF recipients is lower than that of the general
population there is a need to amend P.L. 104-193, to expand the work activity allowance for basic,
vocational post-secondary educatnon from the current twelve months periodupto twenty-four month

“period.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI recognizes needs and does hereby
support these recommendations and deems them necessary to the successful operation and implementation

" PAGE 2.
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NCAI 1998 SSTH ANNUAL SESSION - RESOLUTION # 98-059

of Tribal TANF programs and tothe successful achievement of self-sufficiency for Indian TANF recipients;
and ' ‘

‘BEIT FURTI[ER RESOLVED, that in support and recognition of these needs they will
authorize the NCAI Welfare Reform Task Force to support, encourage and pramote the efforts ofthe
Administration and Congress to take appropriate and necessary action to enable these essential changes.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that full consultation with tribes precede any significant changes
to welfare laws and regulations.

CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 1598 55th Annual Session of the National Congress of
American Indians, held at the Myrtle Beach Convention Center in Myrtie Beach, South Carolina on
October 18-23, 1998 with a quorum present.
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W. Ron AI]\'r,-Presxdent

AT'I""ST
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Lela Kackalla, Rccord:ng Secretary

Adopted by. the General Assembly dunng the 1998 55th Annual Session held at the Mynle Beach
Convennon Ce enter in Myrtle Beach South Carolina on October 18-23, 1998
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