Unitep Sourh ano Eastern TriBES, INC.

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED

RESOLVED

RESOLVED

RESOLVED

RESOLVED

USET Resolution No. 2006:042

POSITION ON FISCAL YEAR 2007 PRESIDENT'S BUDGET
FOR THE BUREAL! OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

United South and Eastern Tribes, lnc (USET) is an intertriba! organizatior: comprised of
twenty-four (24) federaily-recognizad tribes; and

the actions taken by the USET Roard of Directors officially represents the intentions of each

mzmber iribe, as the Board of Directors comprises delegates from the member Tribes’ leadership;
an

on February 6, 2006 the President released the Fiscal Yeas (FY) 2007 Budget ic the public; and

the if’residem’s FYO7 Budget request included $2.2 billion ir total funding for the Bureau of indian
Affairs (BIA), which is $52.4 million less than the FYO0E enacted amounts; and

the USET Tribes have been very active in the formutatior: of the initial FY07 Budge! for the BIA
{_hat was submitted fo the Department of Inferior to e included in the final version of the President's
FYQ7 Budget Request; and

USET provided testimony on tribal priorities and unmet needs to the BIA in order to insure that fribat
budgetary concerns were heard and included i the BIA Budget; and

there are some positive aspects included in the Fresident's FY07 Budget Request for the BIA; which
Tribes can support, but there are also rrany programs that are facing reductions and possible
elimination that, if adopted by Congress, could prove cetiimental to Tribas: therefore, be it

the USET Board of Directors supports the inclusion of the following items in the President's £Y07
BIA Budget Request: ' '
= Overall increase of $19.C million to fuily fund Contract Support Costs
= Increases of $4.5 million for law enforcement- activities
= Provision for $2.0 million for Indian Eneigy Resource Deveiopiment; and be it further
the USET Board of Directors strongly opposes the folowing budgetary
provisions and the administration’s reaseniry that these are “poot performing” or
“dupiicative’ programs that should te reducsd or eliminated: :
= Total efimination of the Johnson O'Mailey pregram in the amount of $16 million
Reduction of $962,000 to the Erdangered Species Progiam ™ o
Reduction of $1.0 miilicn to the Noxious Weeds Program
Reduction of $11 miliion ‘o Welfare Assistance
Reduction of $2.6 miliior to Road Maintenance
Reduction of $1.6 million to Water Management
Total Eiimiation of the Community Fire Program in the amount of $1.0 million
Reduction of the $20 milfion Indian guaranteed loan program; and, be it further

the USET Board of Directors calls on members of the United States Congress o address
reductions te these vital indian programs: and be it further

the USET Board of Ditectors urges the United States Congress to work with Tribes in an affort o
restore funding to these pragrams in the FY2007 Depariment of Interior Bureau of indian Affairs
Buaget and, be it further

the USET Board of Directors supports the efforts of the Nationat Tribai organization as they put
forward the appropriate needs-based budget for indian country.

“Because there is strength in Unity”



USET Resolution 2006:042

CERTIFICATION

This resolution was duly passed at the USET Annual Impact Week, at which a quorum was present, in Arlington, VA,
on Thursday, February 9, 20086.

DY b o ff g TR Frree L I D

Kéllér'George, PfeSident < Eddie L. Tullis, Secretary
United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc. United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc.




