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USET Resclution No. 2007:021

POSITION ON FISCAL YEAR 2008 PRESIDENT'S PROPOSED BUDGET
FOR THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

WHEREAS,  United South and Eastem Tribes, inc (USET} s an intertribal arganization comprised of twenty-four (24)
fedesally-recopnized Tribes; and

WHEREAS,  ihe aclions taken by the USET Board of Direclors afficially represents the intentions of each member
Tribe, as the Board of Directors comprises delagates from e member Tribes’ leadership; and

WHEREAS,  on Febriary 8, 2007 the President released the proposed Fiscal Year (FY) 2008 Budget Request to the
public; and

WHEREAS,  ttie Fresident's Proposed FY 2008 Budget includes 2.2 Billion in total funding for the Bureau of Indian
Affairs {BEA}, which is $1.0 Million below the FY 2006 enacted amount; and

WHEREAS,  the USET Tribes have hesn very active in the formulation of the initial FY 2008 BIA budget submtted fo
the Depariment of Interior lo be included in the final version of the President’s Proposed FY 2008
Budget Reguest; and

WHEREAS,  the USET Tribes, along with Tribes from across the country, pravided testimony an Tribal priorities and
unmet needs 1o the BIA in order 1o ensuse thal Tribal fiscal concems were heard and included in the Bla
budget; and

WHEREAS,  there are some positive aspecls included in the Presiden!'s Propasad FY 2008 budget for the BIA,
which Tribes can supporl, but there are also many programs that are facing reductions and possible
elimination that, if adopted by Congress, could prove detimental to Tribes; therefore, be it

RESOLVED  the USET Board of Direclors supports ihe nclusion of the (ollowing flems in the final FY 2008 BiA
budget:
« QOverall increase of $15.0 Million in BfA Bureau of Indian Education school-syslem
= increases of $16.0 Million for faw enforcement aclivities
and, be it furiher

RESOLVED  the USET Board of Directors sirangly opposes the following budgelary provisions thit would be

detrimental o many USET Tribes and the administration’s reasoning that these are “pacr perfarming” or
“duplicalive” programs that should be reduced or eliminated:

= Tolal elimination of the Johnson O'Malley program in the amount of §7.7 Milion

= Reduction of 35.0 Miliien o the Higher Education Scholarships

« Totat Eliminalion of the Housing improvemeant Program in the amouni of $23.4 Millian

= 7ero funding for the Community Fire Program
and, be it further

RESOLVED  the USET Board of Directors calls on members of the United Siates Congrass to address rductions 1o
these vital Indian programs and lo wark wilh Tribes in an effort o restore funding fo these pregrams in
the final FY 2008 Bureau of Indian Affairs/Department of the Interior Budget.

CERTIFICATION
This resolution was duly passed at the USET Impact Wesk Meeting, at which a quorum was present, in Atingicn, VA, on

Thursday, Te 15, 2007. .
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Brian Paitersen, President Cheryl Downifig, Secretary
United Souih and Eastern Tribes, Inc. United South and Easlem Tribes, inc.

“Because there is strength in Unity”




