Unitep South ann Eastern Trises, ivc.

USET Resolution No. 2007:030

CONTINUED OPPOSITION TO COMBINING BUREAU CF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WATER MANAGEMENT AND WATER RIGHTS FUNDING

WHEREAS,  Uniled South and Eastem Tribes, Incarporated (USET) s an inferiribal organization comprised of
twenty-four {24) federally recognized Tribes; and

WHEREAS,  the acticns taken by the USET Board of Direclars officially represent the intentions of each member
Tribe, as the Board of Directars comprises delegales from the member Tribes' lzadership; and

WHEREAS,  under lhe Indian Seff-Detenmination and Education Assistance Acl, Public Law 93-638, as
amended, 25 U.S.C. 450, and the Snyder Act of 1921, Pulilic Law 67-85, 25 U.5.C. 13, the Bureau
of Indian Affairs (BIA} is aulhorized to obligate funds lo {ederally recognized Tribes; and

WHEREAS, = porlion of fhese funds are alocated 1o the BIA Waler Management Planning and Pre-Developmant
{Water Management) program for colleclion and analysts of basefine data, and for Water Rights
Liligation and Negotiation (Water Rights) activities; and

WHEREAS,  Histaricalty, funding for the BIA Water Management and Water Rights programs have been
separately justified by BIA and separataly funded by Congress; and

WHEREAS,  in past ygars, the BIA, withoul Tribal cansuftation or Congressienal approval, has shifled Waler
Management funds fo Water Rights, and in a Memorandum dated June 21, 1985, the Senale Indian
Alfzirs Commiltee found that this shill viatales Congressional intent and reprogramming guidelines,
and demonstrated a lack of accountability by BIA officials; and

WHEREAS,  in FYY 2008, the BiA, with disregard 1o the ahove mentioned memo, once again with no Tribal
consullation, made changes to the allocation farmulas of the Water Management and Waler Rights
programs and included new largirage in the FY 2007 BIA Budgel Justification lo essenlially
combine the twa sources; and

WHEREAS,  USET has attempted to address this issue in Resolution Nos. 2005:024 and 2006:050, but has
received no adequale response or remeady from the BIA; thersfore, be it

RESOLVED  {he USET Board of Direclors stongly urges the BIA to recognize and acknowledge the imporiance
and significance of Water Management acliviies to USET Tribes; and be il furlher

RESOLVED  ‘he USET Buard of Directars requests (hat language in the BlA Budget Justification supporling the
combination of Water Management and Water Rights funding be slricken and appropriately
amended uniil government-to-govemment consuliation has pocurred.

CERTIFICATION

This sesolution was duly passed at the USET Impact Wesk Meeting, at which a quarum was present, in Arlinglon,
VA, an Thursday, February 15, 2007.
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“Because there is strength in Unity ™




