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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED

RESOLVED

RESOLVED

USET Resolution No, 2007:035

SUPPORT FOR INCREASE IN NATIONAL PARK SERVICE TRIBAL HISTORIC
PRESERVATION OFFICE FUNDING

United South and Easlem Tribes, Incorposated {USET) is an interlribal organization comgrised of
twenity-four {24) federally recognized Tribes; and

the aclions taken by the USET Board of Directors officially represend the infentions of gach member
Tribe, a5 the Board of Direclors comprises delegales from the member Tribes' leadership; and

in furtherance of tha federal policy supporting Tribal Seff-Detesmination, in the 1992 amendmenls to the
Nalional Historic Preservation Act {NHPA) Tribes were autharized fo assume historic preservalion
aclivilies and responsibilities under NHPA with respect fo Tribal fands; and

since Fiscal Year 1396, the program has grown from 12 Tribes with Tribal Historic Preservation Offices
(THPO} la 66 Tribas with THPOs in FY 2007, Now whergas, for the past thee years, the National Park
Service {NPS) has enlered inta an average of seven new writtan agresmenls with Tribes fo undertake
NHPA zclivilies through a THPO program; and

with lite nembers of THPOs increasing annually, it is estimaled that there wilt bs 73 THPCs in 2008;
and

despite rapidly growing THPO pregrams, funding remained relalively flat from FY 2002 through FY
2005 wilh a meaningful but insufficient increase of $785,000 by Congress in 2006 which was preserved
in the Prasident's FY 2007 budget request; and

the role of a THPO is crucial 1o the preservation and protection of non-renewable cultur!, hisloric and
sacred resaurces of all Tribes; and

at curreqt funding levels, THPOs lack the resources to adequately Tulfill their historic preservation
obligaiions cutlined in thair agreements with the NP3; and

o cperate as infended under the NHPA, the esfimated 73 Trbes operating THPO programs in FY 2008
wilt need an increase in historic preservalion funding; therefore, be il

the USET Board of Directors requests a separate ine item in the Historic Preservation Fund for suppart
of the Tribal Historic Preservation Ofiice Frogram; and, be it further

the USET Board of Directors supports the Native American Tribal Historic Preservation Office in
requiesting appropriation of $12 milfon dollars in the FY 2008 Cepartment of the tnterior budgel lor a
line ilem 1o supporl the Tribal Historic Preservation Office Program; and, be it further

the USET Board of Directars supporis progortionafly increased funding [gvels with the number of new
THPOs éntering ihe progranm.

CERTIFICATION
This resclution was duly passed at tha USET Impact Week Mpating, at which a quorum was presenl, in

Adinglon, VgThumday. February 15, 2007.

Brian Palterson, Presidenl
Uniied South and Eastem Tribes, Inc.

Long
Cheryl Dowhing, Secretary  ©
United South and Eastem Tribes, Inc.

“Because there is strength in Unity”




