UNITED SOUTH AND EASTERN TR[BES. INC.

USET Resolution No. 2007:047

SUPPORT FOR MAKING FEDERAL EMPLOYEE BENEFIT SYSTEM AVAILABLE TO ALL FEDERALLY
RECOGNIZED TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS

WHEREAS,  United Souih and Easlern Tribes, Incorperated (USET} is an inlertribal organization
comprised of twenty-four (24) federally recognized Tribes; and

WHEREAS,  the actions taken by the USET Board of Directars officially represent ihe intentions of gach
member Tribe, as the Board of Directars comprises defenates from the member Tribes'
leadership; and

WHEREAS,  Tribes have a limited number of employees and are unable to secure cempelitive pricing for
finge benelits inchading, but not limited to, health, dental, vision and life insurance{s}; and

WHEREAS,  since ihe crealion of contracled/compacled programs developedfoperaled in accordance
wilh P.L. 93.638 the Indian Self-Datermination and Education Assistance Act {ISDEAA),
many Tribal employees do not receive benefils similar to those received by Federal
employees, who cany out the same responsibililies at each reservation; and

WHEREAS,  Tribal employees should be afforded the opportunity bo elect fo participate and enroll in the
Federal Employee Benefils program, and

WHEREAS,  because of the increase in numbars participaling in the benefit program the costs 1o Tribal
programs would be competitive and uliimately may be reduced; therefore, be it

RESOLVED the USET Board of Directors requests that the Secretary of he Interior wark with the Office
of Personinel Management to explore the possibility of epening the Federal Employae
Benefil program to afl Tribal Governmenis and their employees, be i further

RESOLVED  the USET Board of Direclors requests [hal any work completed lowand lhe goal of opening
ihe Federal Empioyee Benefit program 1o Tribal employees be completed in consultation
with Tribal Governments.

CERTIFICATION

This resolution was duly passed at the USET Impact Week Meating, al which a quorum was presen, in
Arington, VA, on Thursday, February 15, 2007.
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“Because there is strength in Unity™




