Uwiten South ano Eastern Trises, Inc.

USET Resolution No. 2008:022

ALLDWING THE TRANSPORTATION OF EAGLE FEATHERS AND DRUMS
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES BORDER

WHEREAS,  United South and Easlern Tribes, Incorporated (USET) is an intertribal
organization comprised of twenty-five (25} faderally recognized Tribes; and

WHEREAS,  the actions taken by the USET Board of Directors officially represent fhe intentions
of each member Tribe, as the Board of Directors comprises delegates from the
member Tribas' leadership; and

WHEREAS, Indian Tribes are sovereign indigenous Nations, with rights of self-government pre-
dating the United States (U.S.); and

WHEREAS,  the U.5. Constitution, ireaties, statutes, and numerous Presidential directives
acknowlgdge the sovereign stalus of Indian Nations as governments; and

WHEREAS,  President Bush, and many af his predecessors, have issued Presidenlial direclives
lo afl Federal agencies 1o work with Indian Nations on a government-to-
govermnment basis and 1o consult with them before taking any acfion that could
have an impact; and

WHEREAS,  Tribal Nations and their citizens frequently fransport eagle feathers and drums
across ihe U.S, border for cultural purposes and this right is prolecied under
Federal law; and

WHEREAS,  the Mashaniucket Pequot Tribal Nation is a member of USET, and seeks the
suppart of member Tribes in protecting the rights af ali Tribes; therefore be it

RESOLVED  the USET Board of Directors urges lhe Department of Homeland Security, United
States Customs and Border Protaction to respect and prevent the mistreatment of
the sacred traditions of American Indians by allowing the iranspartation of eagle
feathars and drums across the United Stales border unimpeded.

CERTIFICATION

This resolution was duly passed at the USET Impact Week Mesting, at which a quorum was

present, in Arg’ En, VA on Thursday, February 14, 2008.

Brian Patlerson, President Cheryd Downifg, Secrelary
United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc, United South and Eastern Tribes, nc.

“Because there is sirengih in Unity”



